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Introduction to the Study Guide
Welcome!
Welcome to our third instalment of our study series in the book of Acts. We trust that as 
you join us in reading, examining and discovering from this part of the Bible, both in our 
Sunday services, on your own, and in a weekly group, you will grow in your relationship 
with God through his Son Jesus Christ.

Introduction to Acts
The book of Acts was written by Luke, as a follow-on from his gospel. You’ll find it in your 
Bible in the New Testament, between John and Romans. It records the growth and 
establishment of the church after Jesus ascended to heaven. These events took place 
approximately between 33AD and 65AD. 

In this study series, we’re going to focus on Paul’s first and second missionary journeys, 
primarily to the areas of Asia and Greece.

The flow of the book looks like this:

 
The Point of Acts
Though Luke writes as a historian, his history is carefully designed for a purpose. Acts 
shows:

1. The ongoing fulfilment of God’s entire salvation plan
2. God’s continued work after Jesus ascended, through his Holy Spirit
3. The all-importance of Jesus Christ
4. The relationship between Jesus and his church
5. The legitimacy of Paul’s ministry (to preach to the nations) as appointed by Jesus

Acts for Today
It’s also important to consider what these things mean for us today, both to challenge and 
encourage us in our relationship with Jesus. Here are four ideas:

• God has a ‘missionary heart’, concerned with the spread of the Gospel 
• The progress of the gospel is unstoppable, despite setbacks
• The Holy Spirit empowers the church to be God’s agents in the world
• God remains sovereign despite persecution from a world hostile to the gospel

(adapted from Teaching Acts by David Cook ©2007 Proclamation Trust Media)

Date Events Chapter Main Character

33AD Spread of the Gospel to Jerusalem 
and Judaea 1-7 Peter

33AD - 47AD Spread of the Gospel to Samaria 8-12 Peter/Philip

48AD - 65AD Spread of the Gospel to the nations 
(Asia, Greece and Rome) 13-28 Paul
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How to use this study guide
Each weekly study in this guide is broken into two major sections:

Sermon
Sermon Notes
The first section of each study is based around the Sunday sermon. There is a section for 
you to write notes during the sermon. You might want to write down

• The major points of the message
• Things that interested you
• Important verses and other verse references

This will help you follow what is being taught, but it will also help you remember what you 
learnt when you look over your notes later. 

The Big Idea 
This block is where you can write the one Big Idea of the message. Every message should 
have one simple, clear ‘Big Idea’ which you can take away.

Questions
It’s normal to go away from a Bible message still having questions, and not quite 
understanding things. This section is for you to write down those things, so that you can try 
to find out later, maybe by asking the pastor, or discussing it with your group.

Group Bible Study
To get the most out of these studies, you should try and attend a weekly group Bible study. 
The studies are designed using an easy framework called ‘COMA’:

Context: These questions help you understand how the text fits into the whole 
book, and into the Bible. It’s about asking, “What’s been happening up to this 
point?”

Observation: These questions help you to orientate yourself in the text by looking 
at what it says. It’s about asking, “Who are the main characters?”, “What are the 
main events?”, and “What surprises are there?”

Meaning: These questions help you try to uncover what the author means. It’s 
about asking, “Do any of the characters grow or develop in some way?”, or “What 
does this passage tell me about God, about Jesus, and about myself?”

Application: These questions help you to work out what the text requires of you. 
It’s about asking, “How does it challenge or confirm my understanding?”, “Is there 
something in my life that needs to change?”, or “What does this passage teach me 
about being a follower of Jesus?

Prayer Points
Finally, there is a section to write prayer points. This way you can remember to pray for 
each other during and after the group meeting, and also keep track of prayers answered. 
Prayer and praying for each other is a very important part of Christians meeting together. 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Map: Paul’s First and Second Missionary Journeys

© 2001-2014 Crossway Publishers 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Week 1 

Missionaries, Magicians and Ministers
Acts 12:24 - 13:12

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 

(take these questions to your home group and try to find some answers)
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Group Bible Study - Week 1
📖   Ask someone to read Acts 12:24-13:12 for the group.

Context 

Spend some time looking back over everything that has happened in Acts so far. 
Skim through the last few chapter to remind you. What events really stand out?

(open question - just see what the group remembers, and help them by 
filling in any blanks, especially if you have new members)

Some ideas:

• Jesus’ ascension (Acts 1)

• The Holy Spirit being given at Pentecost (Acts 2)

• The Gospel being preached in Jerusalem (Acts 2)

• The church is being established (Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-35)

• The appointment of deacons (Acts 6)

• Stephen’s murder (Acts 6)

• The gospel being preached in Samaria (Acts 8)

• Saul’s conversion (Acts 9)

• Peter’s vision and the inclusion of the Gentiles (Acts 10)

• The establishment of the church in Antioch (Acts 11)

• Opposition to the gospel is mounting (Acts 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12)

What is the big idea of Acts, according the 1:8?

That the gospel message of Jesus Christ will be spread by Jesus’ spirit-
empowered followers, starting in Jerusalem and extending to the ends of 
the earth.

�5

Opening Question: What are some of the major barriers you’ve experienced to telling 
other people about Jesus?



How successful has this ‘gospel mandate’ been so far in the book?

The gospel has spread, despite opposition, through the Spirit-empowered 
witness of the apostles, from Jerusalem as far north as Syria, and many 
people are coming to faith in Jesus. 

Observation 

Who are the main characters in this part of Acts?

The leaders of the church in Antioch are important, but the story really 
centres around the Christian missionaries Saul, Barnabas and John Mark 
(who wrote the gospel of Mark), the Jewish magician Bar-Jesus (known 
also as Elymas), and the Roman government minister Sergius Paulus.

Why might Saul and Barnabas have travelled to Cyprus? (v4, see also 4:36-37)

Barnabas was a Jewish convert from Cyprus.

How does Luke describe Bar-Jesus? (v6, 8)

He was a magician, he was a false Prophet, he was Jewish, he used both a 
Jewish and Greek name, he was opposed to the gospel.

What is surprising about his Jewish name (v6)? Why do you think he may have 
used a name like this?

His Jewish name, Bar-Jesus, means “son of Jesus” ( a common Jewish 
name, probably with no reference to Jesus Christ) or “son of Joshua”, or 
“Son of Salvation”, depending how it is translated. He may have been 
posing as someone significant in God’s salvation plan. 

How does Luke describe Sergius Paulus, the Roman government minister? (v7)

He was a man of intelligence.

What the result of Paul’s curse on the magician? (v12)

The proconsul believed the gospel.
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Meaning 

Why do you think Bar-Jesus/Elymas opposed the message of Paul and Barnabas? 
(v8)

The gospel message was irreconcilable with the twisted message of this 
false prophet. He knew that if the proconsul believed Paul and Barnabas, 
then his profitable relationship with him would have been in jeopardy.

Do you think the magician’s punishment was appropriate? Why/why not? (v9-11)

(open question)

As a Jewish magician, his message would have had elements of the Old 
Testament mixed in with his sorcery, which was clearly assisted by demonic 
elements. 

In a sense, he was leading Sergius Paulus and others ‘by the hand’. 
Instead, he is the one who now needs someone to lead him around.

Why do you think there’s no conflict between the proconsul’s ‘intelligence’ (v7) and 
his belief in the gospel (v7, 12)?

(open question)

Try and get your group to see that belief in the gospel does not require us to 
“leave our brains at the door”. Belief in the gospel, and belief in the facts of 
the gospel, is a logical and rational activity, i.e. if the power of the gospel is 
greater than the power of a Jewish sorcerer, then the gospel must be taken 
seriously.

Application 

How can this passage encourage us to keep sharing the gospel, even when we’re 
opposed by human intellect or by spiritual forces?

The gospel will attract opposition, but neither human intelligence nor 
spiritual forces will prove to be any barrier to the gospel. The gospel will 
ultimately win out. 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Week 2 

Jews, Gentiles and Jealousy
Acts 13:13 - 14:7

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 2
📖   Ask a few people to share reading Acts 13:13 - 14:7 for the group.

Context 

Use the map on p4 to locate the following stops on Paul and Barnabas’ journey

• Paphos (on Cyprus; 13:13, see also 13:6)

• Perga (13:14)

• Antioch in Pisidia (13:14; remember, it’s not the same place as Antioch in 
Syria, where Paul, Barnabas and Mark began their journey)

• Iconium (13:51)

• Lystra (14:6)

• Derbe (14:6)

So far in the book of Acts, the Christians have often started their ministry in a new 
town at the local Jewish synagogue. Why?

The gospel message was the fulfilment of the Old Testament Jewish 
scriptures - the record of God’s promises to his people. For this reason, 
they ought to have been the natural recipients of the gospel message, and 
it ought to have made more sense to the local Jewish community.
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Observation 

What are the main points of Paul’s message in the synagogue at Antioch in 
Pisidia? (v16-41) 

• God chose Israel, he delivered them from slavery in Egypt and brought 
them into the Promised Land (v16-19)

• God provided leaders for Israel (v20-22)

• From David’s family line God brought Jesus, to fulfil his promises to David 
(v23)

• Jesus was killed by those who should have known God’s promises 
(v26-29)

• God raised Jesus from the dead to fulfil his promises (v30-37)

• This proves that Jesus is the only way to be forgiven before God (v38-41)

What was the initial response from the Jews to Paul’s message? (v42-44)

The were eager to know more, and recognised that this message was from 
God.

What leads to the change of heart over Paul’s message? (v44-45)

As Paul’s message gained interest from the rest of the city, i.e. from non-
Jews, the Jews became jealous.

What was the result of the opposition experienced from the Jews? (v46-47)

Paul and Barnabas resolve to focus their ministry more on the Gentiles than 
the Jews, in keeping with what is said in Isaiah 49:6, and Acts 9:15.

This ’opening of the door’ leads many Gentiles to come to faith in Jesus 
(v48)

�11



After being run out of town, Paul and Barnabas head to Iconium. There they also 
started well, but things quickly turned hostile. How were those events similar to 
what happened in Antioch? (14:1-6)

They also started their ministry at the synagogue, and both Jews and 
Gentiles came to faith in Jesus. However, like Antioch, the Jews stirred up 
opposition to the gospel.

Meaning 

What is the main thrust of Paul’s sermon in the synagogue at Antioch? (v16-41)

God has been working out his salvation plan through the nation of Israel, by 
raising up leaders for them, which is completed through Jesus Christ.

What does 13:38-39 mean? (see also Romans 8:1-4)

The Old Testament Law is unable to really save anyone, because it can’t 
deal with the root problem of sinful hearts. All it does is expose sin, and 
make a way for sins to be temporarily dealt with.

Jesus fulfilled the Law, and received the punishment for our sin under the  
terms of the Law, so we are no longer guilty under the Law if we believe 
(i.e. place our trust) in him. Note: the resurrection is the proof that this has 
taken place.

Why were the Jews in Antioch and Iconium opposed to the gospel message? 

They accepted the gospel as long as it was exclusive to them. When they 
saw non-Jews becoming recipients of a gospel message and salvation 
promises that were originally based on a special relationship between God 
and the Jews, they became jealous.
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Application 

The Jews failed to accept that non-Jews were also worthy of God’s grace. This was 
a result of a love for themselves, their traditions, their culture and their heritage, 
rather than a love for God.

In what ways might we be in danger of demonstrating the same attitude as the 
Jews in Antioch and Iconium?

(open question)

Often our own pride and sense of comfort can make us relate negatively 
towards those who are “not like us”, and that can lead us to resent sharing 
in the relationship we have with God through Jesus Christ. We might look 
down on them because of their skin colour, the way they dress, the way 
they talk, where they live, their background or even what churches they 
have been associated with.

How can we avoid this?

The Jews placed their own standards above God’s, and this is what Paul 
mockingly points out in 13:46. We need to have our minds constantly 
transformed by God through his Holy Spirit, by reading our Bibles, praying 
and reflecting on our own lives before God.

As we do this, we will find ourselves living and seeing the world by God’s 
standards, rather than our own.  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Prayer Points:



Week 3 

Miracles, Misunderstanding and Murder
Acts 14:8-28

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 3
📖  Ask a couple of people to share reading Acts 14:8-28 for the group.

Context 

What major change occurred in Paul’s ministry and the spread of the gospel in 
chapter 13?

The focus of Paul’s ministry and the spread of the gospel was now on the 
Gentiles (i.e. non-Jews), rather than the Jewish communities scattered 
around the Roman Empire.

What do you notice about the direction of Paul and Barnabas’ journey in this 
chapter? (see v20-21, 24-26)

They are retracing their steps to return back to Antioch in Syria.

Observation 

What led the crowds to believe that Paul and Barnabas were gods? (v11)

They healed a man who had been crippled since birth (i.e. he had never 
walked)

What do you think is the prevailing culture of Lystra, based on what the text tells 
us? (v11-13)

They appear to be Gentiles, following some sort of Greek/Roman religion.
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What is different about the message that Paul and Barnabas speak in Lystra to 
what they said in Antioch in Pisidia? (v15-17, see 13:16-41)

In Antioch, they were talking to Jews, so they used the Old Testament as a 
point of reference. In Lystra they are addressing Gentiles, so they use 
Creation as a point of reference.

After Paul was stoned and left for dead outside the city, what happened? (v20)

He got up and went back into the city!

What was the main emphasis of Paul and Barnabas’ report back to the church in 
Antioch? (v27)

They told them about how God had led them to focus spreading the gospel 
message among non-Jews.

Meaning 

Can you sum up Paul’s gospel message in v14-17?

• Turn from the worship of the creation, to worship the Creator

• God has been patient to allow people to turn to him

• The creation exists as a blessing to point to the Creator 

Do you think Paul’s message finished here? If not, how might you have continued 
with the message? Remember, he’s not talking to Jews! 

To continue the message, one might emphasised how sin still separates us 
from the Creator, despite our knowledge of him. We require a mediator to 
bridge the gap, and this is what Jesus came to do. We know this is true 
because Jesus was raised from the dead. Therefore, to turn and worship 
the Creator, we need to come to Jesus.

(For further info, compare Acts 17:22-31)
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Application 

What does the reaction of the people in Lystra tell us about the way human beings 
are created?

We are all created with a capacity for worship. We will always find 
something to worship. We often worship those things which we love the 
most, or which have the most power over us.

What does passage teach us about how to go about sharing the gospel message?

In sharing the gospel, it’s important to emphasise that being saved through 
Jesus Christ is about turning from false objects of worship (e.g. self, 
material wealth, status, comfort, etc.) to worship the true God. 

The gospel is not something that we add to our lives, it’s a transformation of 
our lives. The gospel promises forgiveness of sins through Jesus’ death, but 
also promises being born to a new life through Jesus’ resurrection. We must 
be careful to share the whole gospel!

How should this passage encourage us in sharing the ‘good news’ with other 
people?

(open question)

One key way is to notice the contrast between the way Paul and others 
share the gospel with Jews and with Gentiles. With Jews, a lot of time is 
spent in the Bible sketching the history of salvation. With Gentiles, the use 
of the Bible is much simpler.

This means that we don’t have to be theology professors before we can 
share the gospel message! Even a simple understanding of the Bible is 
enough to tell someone about Jesus. 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Prayer Points:



Week 4 

Dissensions, Debates and Dispatches
Acts 15:1-35

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 4

📖   Ask one or two people to read Acts 15:1-35 for the group.

Context 

What major turning point has just occurred in the spread of the gospel in Acts? (see 
14:27)

God has opened wide the door to take the gospel to the Gentiles , i.e. non-
Jews

Where do the events in this chapter take place? (see 14:26)

At the church in Antioch in Syria

Observation 

What issue has come up among the Christians? (v1) 

Some Jewish Christians are teaching that a non-Jew who becomes a 
Christian must first be circumcised (i.e. become a Jew) or he cannot be 
saved.

How was the issue addressed? 

The elders of the Jerusalem church, together with the apostles, gathered to 
discuss the issue. James (the leaders of the Jerusalem church) presents a 
course of action which is agreed upon by the apostles, elders and the whole 
church, which is to send a letter to the church in Antioch.
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What event in Acts is Peter recalling in v7-11? Where in Acts does this event take 
place?

Peter is talking about his meeting with Cornelius in Acts 10.

What is Paul and Barnabas’ contribution to the discussion? (v12)

They share what God had been doing among the Gentiles during their first 
missionary trip.

What is James’ contribution to the discussion? (v13-17)

He turns to the Bible to understand how Gentiles fit into God’s salvation 
plan.

How was the judgement of the Jerusalem church received in Antioch? (v31)

They were encouraged by it and rejoiced

Meaning 

Summarise the judgement given by the Jerusalem church? (v7-21)

Based on what has been happening as the gospel has spread among the 
Gentiles (v7-12), and based on what the Bible says about the place of 
Gentiles within God’s kingdom (v14-18), that they shouldn’t be required to 
meet Jewish requirements for salvation (v19).

Why does the Jerusalem church still give the Gentile believers certain rules by 
which to live? (v20-21, 28-29)

These rules are not for the sake of salvation, but so that Gentile believers 
are able to keep company with Jewish believers and not divide the church. 
v21 means that Jews are present in every city, and have been for many 
generations, so the likelihood is high that Gentiles and Jews will end up in 
the Christian church together all over the Roman empire.
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Application 

What does it take to be saved?

Believing that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and having faith that is death 
is sufficient to pay the price for my sin, and that because of his resurrection 
I will also be raised to eternal life.

Read Galatians 5:1-6. What is the danger of adding additional requirements (like 
circumcision) to the gospel?

Grace is about Christ succeeding where we have failed. If we add things for 
us to ‘succeed’ at, to ‘add value’ to ourselves in God’s sight, then we would 
have to keep the whole Old Testament law, which we are incapable of 
doing. (v3)

If additional requirements are added to the gospel, it ceases to be about 
grace, as Paul says “you have fallen away from grace” (v4). Christ’s death 
and resurrection is then cheapened, because it appears to be insufficient to 
save us.

Think about our own Christian culture. What things might we be tempted to ‘add’ to 
the gospel? How can we guard against this?

(open question)

Some suggestions:

We might be tempted to add certain views on secondary matters, e.g. 
baptism, spiritual gifts, etc.

We might be tempted to add certain outward factors, and expect conformity 
to a Christian stereotype rather than submission to Christ. These might be 
things like whether or not a person has tattoos, or what music they listen to, 
or whether or not the drink, or the language they use. These things might 
be addressed in the context of living the Christian life, but they are not 
requirements for salvation through Christ. 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Prayer Points:



Week 5 

Tension and Teammates
Acts 15:36 - 16:5

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 5

📖   Ask someone to read Acts 15:36 - 16:5 for the group.

Context 

What do you know about Barnabas? (see Acts 4:36-37)

He was a Jewish convert to Christianity from the island of Cyprus, and was 
known as an encouraging person.

What do you know about John Mark? (see Acts 12:25, 13:5, 13; Colossians 4:10; 2 
Timothy 4:11

He wrote the Gospel of Mark. He travelled with and assisted Paul and 
Barnabas, but abandoned them in Perga and returned to Jerusalem.

He was also Barnabas’ cousin, and the later letters show us that the 
disagreement was eventually resolved.

What do you know about Silas? (see Acts 15:22-23, 32)

He was a leading figure in the church in Jerusalem, and was sent with Paul 
and Barnabas to Antioch to deliver the letter regarding the church’s decision 
on circumcision. He was also a prophet.

What do you know about Timothy? (see 1 Corinthians 4:17; 2 Timothy 1:5, 3:15; 
Hebrews 13:23; 

Timothy was raised with a knowledge of the Bible by a faithful Christian 
mother and grandmother. He was practically adopted by Paul, who closely 
discipled him as he developed as a vital gospel worker. He also spent some 
time in prison.
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Opening Question: What factors make it easy or difficult to serve in church ministries 
with other Christians?



Observation 

What was the disagreement between Paul and Barnabas about? (15:37-38)

Paul didn’t want to take Mark with because he had ‘withdrawn’ from them. 
Barnabas wanted to give Mark a second chance.

 

What was the result of the disagreement? (15:39-41)

Paul and Barnabas separated. Barnabas and Mark went to Cyprus 
(Barnabas and perhaps Mark’s home country), and Paul took Silas and 
went to Syria (i.e. to the church at Antioch) and Cilicia (i.e. to Tarsus, Paul’s 
home town)

What do we learn about Timothy in 16:1-2?

He was a disciple in Lystra, (were Paul had been stoned!). His mother was 
a Jew who had converted to Christianity, and his father was a Greek. He 
had a good reputation with the Christians in those cities.

What does Paul do to Timothy in 16:3?

Paul circumcised Timothy.

Meaning 

Who was right in the disagreement: Paul, for not jeopardising the spread of the 
gospel with an unreliable worker, or Barnabas, for giving Mark a second chance? 
Why?

Neither was right. It’s important to note what we read about Barnabas, Mark 
and Paul later in the Bible, that this disagreement was happily resolved and 
that they were all united in the work of spreading the gospel together. 

The gospel wasn’t hampered by this disagreement. Rather, one pair 
became two pairs.

Why might Barnabas have chosen to give Mark a second chance? (see Acts 
9:26-30)

Mark was his cousin, and Barnabas was known as an encourager and one 
who would speak up for those on the sideline, as he had for Paul. 
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Why did Paul circumcise Timothy, especially considering the decision made in 
Jerusalem in chapter 15? (16:3-4, see also 15:19-21)

The issue here is not about Timothy’s salvation being completed by 
submitting to a Jewish rite, but about how his status, in Jewish eyes, would 
have impacted his and Paul’s gospel witness. As a child of a mixed 
marriage, and the son of a Jewish mother who hadn’t had him circumcised, 
potential Jewish Christians may have discredited him and Paul and 
anything they had to say.

Application 

Do you feel that you have any responsibility towards the spiritual growth of other 
Christians? Why/why not?

(open question)

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:11, and discuss the following:

• What does it mean to ‘encourage’ and ‘build up’ other Christians?

Helping one another grow in (a) knowledge of, and (b) love for God 
through Jesus Christ. 

• In what practical ways could you encourage and build up other Christians? 

(open question)

Suggestions:

- read the Bible together

- pray together

- discuss the joys and struggles of the Christian life together

- discuss sermons and Bible studies together

- ask serious questions, being genuinely interested in the progress 
of their Christian life
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• How would you approach this differently for…

…new Christians?

…Christians who are more mature in their faith than you?

…Christians at a similar stage in their walk with Jesus to you?
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Week 6 

Plans, Proclamation and Prison 
Acts 16:6-40

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 6

📖   Ask two or three people to share in reading Acts 16:6-40 for the group.

Context 

Have a look at the map on p4. Why was Paul keen to head to Asia, Mysia and 
Bithynia? (see also Acts 15:36, 41)

They has completed their task of visiting the churches were they had 
proclaimed the gospel. The next obvious step was to head west to where 
the gospel had not been proclaimed.

Find Macedonia and Philippi on the map. (v12)

Observation 

How did Paul respond to the vision in v9? (v9-10)

He made plans to head to Macedonia, because he believed that God was 
calling them to preach the gospel there.

Why did Lydia listen to the gospel? (v14)

Because God opened her heart.

Why did the slave girl’s owners oppose Paul and his companions? (v18-19)

They had lost a valuable source of income when Paul cast out the spirit
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What was the jailer’s response to the miracle in the prison? (v29-30)

He asked Paul how he could be saved

What was Paul’s answer to the jailer’s question? (v31)

Believe in Jesus Christ (note: this means more than simply believing he 
exists; it’s about placing total trust in Jesus for salvation)

What happened to every person who became a Christian? (v15, 33) 

They were baptised

Why were the magistrates so apologetic towards Paul? (v39-39)

Because he and Silas were Roman citizens, who were favoured in the 
judicial system

Take note of the ‘we’ (v11, 12, 13, etc.) and ‘us’ (v17). Who is travelling with Paul, 
Silas and Timothy? What does this tell us about the reliability of the book of Acts?

Luke is travelling with them, and is writing about first-hand experience.

Meaning 

Why does Paul cast out the spirit in the slave girl, if what she was saying was true? 
(v17-18, see also 2 Corinthians 6:14)

Because the gospel needs no testimony from evil sources, however true 
they might be. Jesus did the same thing during his ministry.

What evidence is there of a true conversion in the lives of Lydia and the jailer? 
(v14-15, 30-34)

Lydia: She responded to the gospel by being baptised, and she was willing 
to open her home to the missionaries as evidence of her faith. This would 
have been a big gesture for a leading businesswoman to identify so publicly 
with these followers of Jesus Christ.
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Jailer: He expressed a real desire for salvation, and responded to the 
gospel by being baptised. He also took the prisoners to his own home, 
washed their wounds, fed them and cared for them. He also responded to 
his new found salvation with joy.

How do the events in this chapter confirm Paul’s conviction in v10?

The gospel that they preached had an effect on people in Philippi, despite 
the opposition it attracted.

Application 

How can we know when to follow God’s plans and direction rather than our own? 
(see Romans 12:1-2)

The key is to continually allow ourselves to be transformed by the gospel, 
so that our thinking becomes aligned more with God’s plans and less with 
our own. Note that Paul wouldn’t have been sinning by heading to Asia, 
Bithynia or Mysia to preach the gospel. After all, Jesus promised that his 
followers would take the gospel to the ‘ends of the earth’ (Acts 1:8). In this 
case, God wanted him to do it in a specifically different place, and uses very 
unusual means to confirm it.

What do Paul and Silas’ actions in v34-40 tell us about who Christians should 
approach civil rights and civil justice?

They clearly saw their Roman rights as a blessing from God that was worth 
pursuing for the sake of the gospel’s publicity and credibility. 

We should also be willing to do the same. However, it is foolish to purse civil 
good at the expense of the gospel.
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Week 7 

Riots, Religion and Resurrection
Acts 17:1-34

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 7

📖   Ask three or four people to read Acts 17:1-34 for the group.

Context 

Locate Thessalonica, Berea and Athens on the map on p4.

What do you know about the city of Athens?

It is known as the centre of classical Greek philosophy, art and architecture

Observation 

Compare the message Paul preached in Thessalonica with the message he 
preached in Athens? What is the same? What is different? (v1-3 and v22-31)

Same: 

- In both cases Paul emphasised the resurrection of Jesus

- In both cases Paul uses the Bible, but in different ways

Different:

- Thessalonica: Hebrew Scriptures, and the Old Testament promise of the 
Christ are the starting point

- Athens: God is the starting point, and Paul uses their own contemporary 
poetry
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How did the people in Thessalonica, Berea and Athens respond differently to the 
gospel message? (v5, v11-12, v32)

In Thessalonica the Jews became jealous and opposed Paul; in Berea the 
Jews carefully compared the gospel message with the Old Testament to 
see if it was true; in Athens, the Greeks mocked the message or responded 
indifferently.

What happened everywhere the gospel was preached? (v4, v12, v34)

Both Jews and Greeks believed the gospel and became Christians.

Meaning 

How do you think that Paul ‘reasoned’ with those in the synagogue? (v2)

He would have dialogued with his hearers, using the Old Testament 
Scriptures, asking and answering questions. This is important because it 
demonstrates that the gospel can stand up to scrutiny, rather than being 
accepted by ‘blind faith’.

Why did the Jews in Berea believe? (v11-12)

They were willing to examine the Old Testament Scriptures and to test the 
gospel message against them. When they discovered continuity and 
fulfilment, they believed.

What is the main thrust of Paul’s message to the men of Athens?

That the sovereign God over the whole world created everyone, that he is 
patiently waiting for people to turn to him, and that in due time he will judge 
the world through Jesus Christ, who was raised from the dead as proof.

Application 

What does this chapter teach us about sharing the gospel with different people?

The gospel message must always stay the same, but we will need wisdom 
to share the gospel with different people depending on their knowledge of 
the Bible, or their church experience, or their religious background.
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How might you share the gospel with these different people?

• Jack: He is in his late-60’s. He went to church as a child, but he hasn’t 
been back since and doesn’t ever give much thought to spiritual things.

• Miranda: She’s about 50. As a child her parents forced her to go to 
church, and she felt that they tried to impose their rigid Christian beliefs 
on her. Her old church minister had an affair with one of her mum’s 
friends and got divorced. Now she hates the church, thinks that 
Christians are hypocrites and feels the gospel is untrue.

• Ben: He’s in his mid-20’s. He goes to church every Sunday, goes to 
every Christian music concert he can and loves hanging around with 
Christians. He thinks he is a Christian, but in your conversations with 
him you know he doesn’t really understand the gospel.

• Sophie: She’s in her 30’s, and has never been to church in her life. She 
has never read the Bible and knows nothing about Jesus. She doesn’t 
really know what she believes about God. 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Week 8 

Corinthians, Christians and Conversions
Acts 18:1-22

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 8

📖   Ask a couple of people to read Acts 18:1-22 for the group.

Context 

Find Corinth on the map on p4. Do you notice anything special about its location?

Corinth was located on a narrow strip of land between two large part of 
Greece, and it became a major trading junction. Sea-cargo could take a 
shortcut overland at Corinth instead of going around the whole 
Peloponnese peninsula.

Observation 

Where did Paul start his ministry in Corinth? (v3).

In the Jewish synagogue.

What response did he receive to the gospel message among the Jews? (v6)

They opposed him and reviled him.

What happened when Paul focussed on telling Gentiles about Jesus? (v8)

The synagogue ruler became a Christian!

What did the Lord tell Paul in the vision? (v9-10)

That he was to continue telling people the gospel message, and that he will 
be kept safe. God also told him that there were many in Corinth who 
belonged to him.
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What judgement did Gallio give to the Jews regarding Paul? (v14-16)

He considered Paul to be innocent, and told the Jews to deal with the 
matter themselves according to their own law.

Meaning 

Why might a Jew in 1st century Corinth have reacted so negatively to the news that 
the Christ was Jesus? (v5-6, see also Acts 7:52-54)

Jesus was considered an imposter who was rightfully executed by the 
Jews. They also considered the Christians’ beliefs that he had risen from 
the dead and was the promised Messiah to be blasphemous against God.

Read Matthew 10:5-15. What is the meaning behind Paul’s actions and words in 
Acts 18:6?

Because Paul was preaching the fulfilment of the Jew’s own faith and they 
still rejected it, what Paul did and said was to foreshadow the judgement 
that would come upon them.

What do you think is the connection between the vision in v9-10 and the vision in 
16:9-10?

It shows that God was leading and directing the spread of the gospel 
throughout the world.

Application 

Read what Paul says about the Jews in Romans 9:1-3 and Romans 10:1. Together 
with Paul’s words and actions towards the Jews in Acts 18:6, what can we learn 
about knowing when to stop ‘pressing the issue’ with someone who is opposed to 
the gospel message?

Paul clearly had a deep desire for the salvation of the Jews, so this must 
have been a very difficult decision to make. What is true is that the Jews 
had heard from their own Scriptures and from Paul everything they need to 
know for salvation through Jesus Christ, and yet still chose to reject it.
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In this case, Paul is unwilling to continue ‘beating his head against a brick 
wall’ when there are Gentiles who need to hear the gospel.

Each situation will need to be handled differently, but Paul’s example at 
least shows us that fervent and heartfelt prayer can continue where words 
must stop.
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Extra Resources
As a leader, you may want to do some further reading to help you lead your group well. 
Here are a few ideas. Some of these are also available from the Grace library near the 
front door.

All of these books are available online from koorong.com, or 
bookdepository.com or from Koorong stores 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Teaching Acts by David Cook (© 2007 Proclamation Trust Media)
This book is written to help Bible teachers understand and teach the 
book of Acts in a clear and relevant way. The book is easy to read, 
gives a very thorough introduction to teaching Acts, as well as 
detailed breakdowns of each section with suggested study outlines. 

Our study series is based loosely on this book.

(A small companion book called Introducing Acts is also available)

Dig Deeper: Tools to Unearth The Bible’s Treasure by Nigel 
Beynon and Andrew Sach (© 2010 IVP)
As the title suggests, this book is written to give Bible teachers 
the tools to understand and teach sections of the Bible. Each 
chapter is based around a different tool, such as Context, 
Structure, Repetition, Vocabulary, Bible Timeline, and Genre. It is 
a very easy and engaging read, and will equip you to teach and 
explain the Bible in ways you perhaps thought were reserved for 
pastors and theological academics.

English Standard Version Study Bible (© 2008 Crossway)
“This premier study Bible is packed with expert annotations, full-
colour maps, illustrations, charts, timelines, and topical articles by 
an outstanding team of 93 evangelical scholars. Also features a 
concordance and book introductions.”

Many people find a study Bible an invaluable resource to help them 
understand what is going on in and around a Bible text.

One to One Bible Reading by David Helm, (© 2011 Matthias 
Media)
The ‘COMA’ method used in this study guide is based on this 
book. Helm helps his readers engage with what they read in the 
Bible by asking the right questions, both of the text and of 
themselves. The book includes examples to help you, and 
COMA outlines customised to different types of Biblical books.

http://koorong.com
http://bookdepository.com
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