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Introduction to the Study Guide
Welcome!
Welcome to our third instalment of our study series in the book of Acts. We trust that as
you join us in reading, examining and discovering from this part of the Bible, both in our
Sunday services, on your own, and in a weekly group, you will grow in your relationship
with God through his Son Jesus Christ.
Introduction to Acts
The book of Acts was written by Luke, as a follow-on from his gospel. You’ll find it in your
Bible in the New Testament, between John and Romans. It records the growth and
establishment of the church after Jesus ascended to heaven. These events took place
approximately between 33AD and 65AD.
In this study series, we’re going to focus on Paul’s first and second missionary journeys,
primarily to the areas of Asia and Greece.
The flow of the book looks like this:
Date

Events

Chapter Main Character

33AD

Spread of the Gospel to Jerusalem
and Judaea

1-7

Peter

33AD - 47AD

Spread of the Gospel to Samaria

8-12

Peter/Philip

48AD - 65AD

Spread of the Gospel to the nations
(Asia, Greece and Rome)

13-28

Paul

The Point of Acts
Though Luke writes as a historian, his history is carefully designed for a purpose. Acts
shows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The ongoing fulfilment of God’s entire salvation plan
God’s continued work after Jesus ascended, through his Holy Spirit
The all-importance of Jesus Christ
The relationship between Jesus and his church
The legitimacy of Paul’s ministry (to preach to the nations) as appointed by Jesus

Acts for Today
It’s also important to consider what these things mean for us today, both to challenge and
encourage us in our relationship with Jesus. Here are four ideas:

•
•
•
•

God has a ‘missionary heart’, concerned with the spread of the Gospel
The progress of the gospel is unstoppable, despite setbacks
The Holy Spirit empowers the church to be God’s agents in the world
God remains sovereign despite persecution from a world hostile to the gospel
(adapted from Teaching Acts by David Cook ©2007 Proclamation Trust Media)
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How to use this study guide
Each weekly study in this guide is broken into two major sections:

Sermon
Sermon Notes
The first section of each study is based around the Sunday sermon. There is a section for
you to write notes during the sermon. You might want to write down

• The major points of the message
• Things that interested you
• Important verses and other verse references
This will help you follow what is being taught, but it will also help you remember what you
learnt when you look over your notes later.
The Big Idea
This block is where you can write the one Big Idea of the message. Every message should
have one simple, clear ‘Big Idea’ which you can take away.
Questions
It’s normal to go away from a Bible message still having questions, and not quite
understanding things. This section is for you to write down those things, so that you can try
to find out later, maybe by asking the pastor, or discussing it with your group.

Group Bible Study
To get the most out of these studies, you should try and attend a weekly group Bible study.
The studies are designed using an easy framework called ‘COMA’:
Context: These questions help you understand how the text fits into the whole
book, and into the Bible. It’s about asking, “What’s been happening up to this
point?”
Observation: These questions help you to orientate yourself in the text by looking
at what it says. It’s about asking, “Who are the main characters?”, “What are the
main events?”, and “What surprises are there?”
Meaning: These questions help you try to uncover what the author means. It’s
about asking, “Do any of the characters grow or develop in some way?”, or “What
does this passage tell me about God, about Jesus, and about myself?”
Application: These questions help you to work out what the text requires of you.
It’s about asking, “How does it challenge or confirm my understanding?”, “Is there
something in my life that needs to change?”, or “What does this passage teach me
about being a follower of Jesus?
Prayer Points
Finally, there is a section to write prayer points. This way you can remember to pray for
each other during and after the group meeting, and also keep track of prayers answered.
Prayer and praying for each other is a very important part of Christians meeting together.
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Map: Paul’s First and Second Missionary Journeys

© 2001-2014 Crossway Publishers
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Week 1

Missionaries, Magicians and Ministers
Acts 12:24 - 13:12
Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?

(take these questions to your home group and try to find some answers)

4

Group Bible Study - Week 1
📖 Ask someone to read Acts 12:24-13:12 for the group.

Opening Question: What are some of the major barriers you’ve experienced to telling
other people about Jesus?

Context
Spend some time looking back over everything that has happened in Acts so far.
Skim through the last few chapter to remind you. What events really stand out?

What is the big idea of Acts, according the 1:8?

How successful has this ‘gospel mandate’ been so far in the book?

Observation
Who are the main characters in this part of Acts?

5

Why might Saul and Barnabas have travelled to Cyprus? (v4, see also 4:36-37)

How does Luke describe Bar-Jesus? (v6, 8)

What is surprising about his Jewish name (v6)? Why do you think he may have
used a name like this?

How does Luke describe Sergius Paulus, the Roman government minister? (v7)

What the result of Paul’s curse on the magician? (v12)

Meaning
Why do you think Bar-Jesus/Elymas opposed the message of Paul and Barnabas?
(v8)
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Do you think the magician’s punishment was appropriate? Why/why not? (v9-11)

Why do you think there’s no conflict between the proconsul’s ‘intelligence’ (v7) and
his belief in the gospel (v7, 12)?

Application
How can this passage encourage us to keep sharing the gospel, even when we’re
opposed by human intellect or by spiritual forces?
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Prayer Points:
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Week 2

Jews, Gentiles and Jealousy
Acts 13:13 - 14:7
Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?

9

Group Bible Study - Week 2
📖 Ask a few people to share reading Acts 13:13 - 14:7 for the group.

Opening Question: In your relationship with Jesus, how much value do you place on
your church background, the courses you have done, or the Christian events you
have been to?

Context
Use the map on p4 to locate the following stops on Paul and Barnabas’ journey

• Paphos (on Cyprus; 13:13, see also 13:6)
• Perga (13:14)
• Antioch in Pisidia (13:14; remember, it’s not the same place as Antioch in
Syria, where Paul, Barnabas and Mark began their journey)

• Iconium (13:51)
• Lystra (14:6)
• Derbe (14:6)

So far in the book of Acts, the Christians have often started their ministry in a new
town at the local Jewish synagogue. Why?
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Observation
What are the main points of Paul’s message in the synagogue at Antioch in
Pisidia? (v16-41)

What was the initial response from the Jews to Paul’s message? (v42-44)

What leads to the change of heart over Paul’s message? (v44-45)

What was the result of the opposition experienced from the Jews? (v46-47)
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After being run out of town, Paul and Barnabas head to Iconium. There they also
started well, but things quickly turned hostile. How were those events similar to
what happened in Antioch? (14:1-6)

Meaning
What is the main thrust of Paul’s sermon in the synagogue at Antioch? (v16-41)

What does 13:38-39 mean? (see also Romans 8:1-4)

Why were the Jews in Antioch and Iconium opposed to the gospel message?

12

Application
The Jews failed to accept that non-Jews were also worthy of God’s grace. This was
a result of a love for themselves, their traditions, their culture and their heritage,
rather than a love for God.

In what ways might we be in danger of demonstrating the same attitude as the
Jews in Antioch and Iconium?

How can we avoid this?
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Prayer Points:
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Week 3

Miracles, Misunderstanding and Murder
Acts 14:8-28

Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?

15

Group Bible Study - Week 3
📖 Ask a couple of people to share reading Acts 14:8-28 for the group.
Opening Question: Where do you start when you tell someone else the message of
the gospel?

Context
What major change occurred in Paul’s ministry and the spread of the gospel in
chapter 13?

What do you notice about the direction of Paul and Barnabas’ journey in this
chapter? (see v20-21, 24-26)

Observation
What led the crowds to believe that Paul and Barnabas were gods? (v11)

What do you think is the prevailing culture of Lystra, based on what the text tells
us? (v11-13)
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What is different about the message that Paul and Barnabas speak in Lystra to
what they said in Antioch in Pisidia? (v15-17, see 13:16-41)

After Paul was stoned and left for dead outside the city, what happened? (v20)

What was the main emphasis of Paul and Barnabas’ report back to the church in
Antioch? (v27)

Meaning

Can you sum up Paul’s gospel message in v14-17?

Do you think Paul’s message finished here? If not, how might you have continued
with the message? Remember, he’s not talking to Jews!

(For further info, compare Acts 17:22-31)
17

Application
What does the reaction of the people in Lystra tell us about the way human beings
are created?

What does passage teach us about how to go about sharing the gospel message?

How should this passage encourage us in sharing the ‘good news’ with other
people?

18

Prayer Points:
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Week 4

Dissensions, Debates and Dispatches
Acts 15:1-35

Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 4
Opening Question: How can you recognise a real Christian?

📖 Ask one or two people to read Acts 15:1-35 for the group.

Context
What major turning point has just occurred in the spread of the gospel in Acts? (see
14:27)

Where do the events in this chapter take place? (see 14:26)

Observation
What issue has come up among the Christians? (v1)

How was the issue addressed?
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What event in Acts is Peter recalling in v7-11? Where in Acts does this event take
place?

What is Paul and Barnabas’ contribution to the discussion? (v12)

What is James’ contribution to the discussion? (v13-17)

How was the judgement of the Jerusalem church received in Antioch? (v31)

Meaning
Summarise the judgement given by the Jerusalem church? (v7-21)

22

Why does the Jerusalem church still give the Gentile believers certain rules by
which to live? (v20-21, 28-29)

Application
What does it take to be saved?

Read Galatians 5:1-6. What is the danger of adding additional requirements (like
circumcision) to the gospel?

Think about our own Christian culture. What things might we be tempted to ‘add’ to
the gospel? How can we guard against this?
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Prayer Points:
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Week 5

Tension and Teammates
Acts 15:36 - 16:5

Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 5
Opening Question: What factors make it easy or difficult to serve in church ministries
with other Christians?

📖 Ask someone to read Acts 15:36 - 16:5 for the group.

Context
What do you know about Barnabas? (see Acts 4:36-37)

What do you know about John Mark? (see Acts 12:25, 13:5, 13; Colossians 4:10; 2
Timothy 4:11

What do you know about Silas? (see Acts 15:22-23, 32)

What do you know about Timothy? (see 1 Corinthians 4:17; 2 Timothy 1:5, 3:15;
Hebrews 13:23;
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Observation
What was the disagreement between Paul and Barnabas about? (15:37-38)

What was the result of the disagreement? (15:39-41)

What do we learn about Timothy in 16:1-2?

What does Paul do to Timothy in 16:3?

Meaning
Who was right in the disagreement: Paul, for not jeopardising the spread of the
gospel with an unreliable worker, or Barnabas, for giving Mark a second chance?
Why?
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Why might Barnabas have chosen to give Mark a second chance? (see Acts
9:26-30)

Why did Paul circumcise Timothy, especially considering the decision made in
Jerusalem in chapter 15? (16:3-4, see also 15:19-21)

Application
Do you feel that you have any responsibility towards the spiritual growth of other
Christians? Why/why not?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:11, and discuss the following:

• What does it mean to ‘encourage’ and ‘build up’ other Christians?

• In what practical ways could you encourage and build up other Christians?

28

• How would you approach this differently for…
…new Christians?

…Christians who are more mature in their faith than you?

…Christians at a similar stage in their walk with Jesus to you?
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Prayer Points:
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Week 6

Plans, Proclamation and Prison
Acts 16:6-40

Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 6
Opening Question: Have you ever experienced a situation where God prevented your
own plans from succeeding, but in the end worked things out far better than you could
ever have imagined or hoped for?

📖 Ask two or three people to share in reading Acts 16:6-40 for the group.

Context
Have a look at the map on p4. Why was Paul keen to head to Asia, Mysia and
Bithynia? (see also Acts 15:36, 41)

Find Macedonia and Philippi on the map. (v12)

Observation
How did Paul respond to the vision in v9? (v9-10)

Why did Lydia listen to the gospel? (v14)
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Why did the slave girl’s owners oppose Paul and his companions? (v18-19)

What was the jailer’s response to the miracle in the prison? (v29-30)

What was Paul’s answer to the jailer’s question? (v31)

What happened to every person who became a Christian? (v15, 33)

Why were the magistrates so apologetic towards Paul? (v39-39)

Take note of the ‘we’ (v11, 12, 13, etc.) and ‘us’ (v17). Who is travelling with Paul,
Silas and Timothy? What does this tell us about the reliability of the book of Acts?

33

Meaning
Why does Paul cast out the spirit in the slave girl, if what she was saying was true?
(v17-18, see also 2 Corinthians 6:14)

What evidence is there of a true conversion in the lives of Lydia and the jailer?
(v14-15, 30-34)

How do the events in this chapter confirm Paul’s conviction in v10?

Application
How can we know when to follow God’s plans and direction rather than our own?
(see Romans 12:1-2)

34

What do Paul and Silas’ actions in v34-40 tell us about who Christians should
approach civil rights and civil justice?

Prayer Points:
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Week 7

Riots, Religion and Resurrection
Acts 17:1-34

Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 7
Opening Question: What did you think when you first heard the gospel message?

📖 Ask three or four people to read Acts 17:1-34 for the group.

Context
Locate Thessalonica, Berea and Athens on the map on p4.

What do you know about the city of Athens?

Observation
Compare the message Paul preached in Thessalonica with the message he
preached in Athens? What is the same? What is different? (v1-3 and v22-31)
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How did the people in Thessalonica, Berea and Athens respond differently to the
gospel message? (v5, v11-12, v32)

What happened everywhere the gospel was preached? (v4, v12, v34)

Meaning
How do you think that Paul ‘reasoned’ with those in the synagogue? (v2)

Why did the Jews in Berea believe? (v11-12)

What is the main thrust of Paul’s message to the men of Athens?
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Application
What does this chapter teach us about sharing the gospel with different people?

How might you share the gospel with these different people?

• Jack: He is in his late-60’s. He went to church as a child, but he hasn’t
been back since and doesn’t ever give much thought to spiritual things.

• Miranda: She’s about 50. As a child her parents forced her to go to
church, and she felt that they tried to impose their rigid Christian beliefs
on her. Her old church minister had an affair with one of her mum’s
friends and got divorced. Now she hates the church, thinks that
Christians are hypocrites and feels the gospel is untrue.

39

• Ben: He’s in his mid-20’s. He goes to church every Sunday, goes to
every Christian music concert he can and loves hanging around with
Christians. He thinks he is a Christian, but in your conversations with
him you know he doesn’t really understand the gospel.

• Sophie: She’s in her 30’s, and has never been to church in her life. She
has never read the Bible and knows nothing about Jesus. She doesn’t
really know what she believes about God.
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Prayer Points:
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Week 8

Corinthians, Christians and Conversions
Acts 18:1-22

Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 8
Opening Question: What you have you found most encouraging and most challenging
in the book of Acts so far?

📖 Ask a couple of people to read Acts 18:1-22 for the group.

Context
Find Corinth on the map on p4. Do you notice anything special about its location?

Observation
Where did Paul start his ministry in Corinth? (v3).

What response did he receive to the gospel message among the Jews? (v6)

What happened when Paul focussed on telling Gentiles about Jesus? (v8)

43

What did the Lord tell Paul in the vision? (v9-10)

What judgement did Gallio give to the Jews regarding Paul? (v14-16)

Meaning
Why might a Jew in 1st century Corinth have reacted so negatively to the news that
the Christ was Jesus? (v5-6, see also Acts 7:52-54)

Read Matthew 10:5-15. What is the meaning behind Paul’s actions and words in
Acts 18:6?

What do you think is the connection between the vision in v9-10 and the vision in
16:9-10?
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Application
Read what Paul says about the Jews in Romans 9:1-3 and Romans 10:1. Together
with Paul’s words and actions towards the Jews in Acts 18:6, what can we learn
about knowing when to stop ‘pressing the issue’ with someone who is opposed to
the gospel message?
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Prayer Points:
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Notes
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Extra Resources
As a leader, you may want to do some further reading to help you lead your group well.
Here are a few ideas. Some of these are also available from the Grace library near the
front door.

Teaching Acts by David Cook (© 2007 Proclamation Trust Media)
This book is written to help Bible teachers understand and teach the
book of Acts in a clear and relevant way. The book is easy to read,
gives a very thorough introduction to teaching Acts, as well as
detailed breakdowns of each section with suggested study outlines.
Our study series is based loosely on this book.
(A small companion book called Introducing Acts is also available)
Dig Deeper: Tools to Unearth The Bible’s Treasure by Nigel
Beynon and Andrew Sach (© 2010 IVP)
As the title suggests, this book is written to give Bible teachers
the tools to understand and teach sections of the Bible. Each
chapter is based around a different tool, such as Context,
Structure, Repetition, Vocabulary, Bible Timeline, and Genre. It is
a very easy and engaging read, and will equip you to teach and
explain the Bible in ways you perhaps thought were reserved for
pastors and theological academics.
English Standard Version Study Bible (© 2008 Crossway)
“This premier study Bible is packed with expert annotations, fullcolour maps, illustrations, charts, timelines, and topical articles by
an outstanding team of 93 evangelical scholars. Also features a
concordance and book introductions.”
Many people find a study Bible an invaluable resource to help them
understand what is going on in and around a Bible text.

One to One Bible Reading by David Helm, (© 2011 Matthias
Media)
The ‘COMA’ method used in this study guide is based on this
book. Helm helps his readers engage with what they read in the
Bible by asking the right questions, both of the text and of
themselves. The book includes examples to help you, and
COMA outlines customised to different types of Biblical books.

All of these books are available online from koorong.com, or
bookdepository.com or from Koorong stores
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