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Leaders’ Guide
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and
naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the
LORD has taken away; blessed be the name
of the LORD.””
(Job 1:21 ESV)

Grace Community Groups
Each week, across the Sunshine Coast, small groups from Grace Christian Church meet
to

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

study the Bible,
pray together,
worship God,
encourage each other,
care for one-another,
grow together as followers of Jesus,
laugh, cry, discuss life’s big questions,
and build lasting friendships!

Area/Group Focus

Meeting time

Contact

Phone

Bli Bli

Wednesday, 7.00pm

John Baird

(07) 5448 4040

Buderim (Central)

Monday, 7.00pm

Colin Weston

(07) 5476 9648

Buderim (South)

Thursday, 7.00pm

Clint Lombard

0478 578 152

Kawana/Wurtulla

Monday (fortnightly), 6.30pm

Tim Richards

(07) 5438 2201

Woombye

1st and 3rd Thursdays, 7.00pm

Des Morris

0432 089 069

Woombye

Tuesday, 7.00pm

Cameron Blue

0409 594 260

Ladies

Thursday, 10.00am

Alison Sheldon

(07) 5477 1895

Young Mums

Tuesday, 10:00am

Jean Bowen-Jones

0402 746 533

Day-time (mixed)

Tuesday, 10:30am

Rick Zylstra

0407 725 899

If you’re not part of a group yet, why not join one? It might take courage to join a group, or
it might take a bit of personal rescheduling, but we promise that you won’t regret it!
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Introduction to the Study Guide
Welcome to our Bible study and sermon series for the third term of 2016. When most
people think about the Old Testament book of Job, the first thing that comes to mind is
‘suffering’. This can give the impression that the book will be morbid and depressing.
The reality couldn’t be further from the truth. Instead of simply being a book about a man’s
suffering, the book of Job is more about God - his blessing, his faithfulness, his wisdom,
his power. It’s also about Satan’s powerlessness. Despite the rapid downward spiral of
Job’s suffering in the first two chapters, the final two chapters detail not just Job’s
vindication, but God’s vindication - the God who controls all things and cares for his
people.
Background to Job
Job is a rather obscure Old Testament
figure. Not much is known about him, not
even where he lived exactly, or when he
lived.
The first chapter of the book tells us all we
know, really. Job lived in the mysterious
land of Uz, and he was both a wealthy
man and a righteous, or “upright” man.
He was married, with ten kids (three
daughters and seven sons). He and his
wife were old enough that their children
owned their own houses.
Job had led a prosperous life, and had acquired lots of valuable livestock and a large
company of servants for himself. We are told that he was the greatest man in the east
(1:3).
Job also had three close friends, who we meet at the end of chapter 2: Eliphaz the
Temanite, Bildad and the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. Like Job, there is nothing
more known about these men, nor where they come from, But these are the only ones
who draw alongside Job in his suffering, and much of the book records the back-andforth conversations between Job and his friends as they try to work out why Job is
suffering like this, and what must be done to restore Job’s fortunes.
‘Conversations’ is actually a gentle way of putting it. What they actually have is a heated
argument for forty-odd chapters, until a young man called Elihu (the son of Barachel the
Buzite, 32:1) blows his top and adds his two-cents’ worth to the discussion. He ends up
bashing everyone - Job for his his apparent self-righteousness, and the three friends for
their foolish criticism of Job.
These are the main characters of the book of Job. And most of the book records their
heated exchanges with one-another. But we mustn’t forget that there are two other
significant characters, who remain behind the scenes of the entire book
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God and Satan
We might be surprised at this seemingly civil exchange between God and the Devil at the
beginning of Job.
God is recognised in Job as the sovereign creator, the just judge of all mankind, and the
source of blessing. He is also determined to make his own glory known.
On the other hand we have the Devil, Satan (which is a Hebrew name which means ‘the
Adversary’). He is the agent of Job’s suffering. His main aim in the book is to prove God
wrong about Job’s faith. What we will also notice in the book of Job is how Satan is limited
by the fact that he is not God. He only acts with God’s permission, and is unable to see
into the future. He doesn’t really know how Job will respond to his suffering.
But facing up to the reality of Satan’s power, his place in the cosmic forces of our world,
and his hostility towards God and his people is crucial to understanding the book of Job.
It’s also crucial to understanding and rightly applying the message of Job to our lives
today. Satan is as real today as he was in Job’s time, and his goal is the same - to thwart
and derail God’s purposes.
Of course, though this is only alluded to in Job (and in some way shows the depth of
Job’s faith), we have Jesus the Redeemer who has defeated Satan, and has promised us
redemption and eternal life when the suffering of this life is over.
John tells us in his first letter:
“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.”
(1 John 3:8 ESV)
Salvation in Suffering
As we have said, the book spends a lot of time
considering human suffering. It asks the questions we
might ask: “Why is this happening to me?” “What did I
do to deserve this?” “Where is God in all of this?” “I
thought God loved me!”
We are all likely to face some measure of real suffering in
our lives, so these are important questions, and Job will
show us that these are natural questions to ask. And
often, we cannot answer these questions. But the bottom line is the need to trust in a God
who can do far more than we can, can see far further than we can, and is pursuing
purposes far greater and more glorious than we could ever imagine.
I hope that as we study this book, you will be encouraged when you face suffering to look
to your Redeemer, and the promises he has made you. I hope also that you will find
peace despite suffering as you rest in God’s power, sovereignty and love. And I hope that
you will also learn how to truly draw alongside those who suffer near you, to encourage
them to do the same.
- Clint Lombard
Thursday, 14 July 2016
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How to use this study guide
Each weekly study in this guide is divided into two major sections:

1. Sermon
Sermon Notes
The first section of each study is based around the Sunday sermon. There is a section for
you to write notes during the sermon. You might want to write down

• The major points of the message
• Things that interested you
• Important verses and other verse references
This will help you follow what is being taught, but it will also help you remember what you
learnt when you look over your notes later.
The Big Idea
This block is where you can write the one Big Idea of the message. Every message
should have one simple, clear ‘Big Idea’ which you can take away.
Questions
It’s normal to go away from a Bible message still having questions. This section is for you
to write down those things, so that you can try to find out later, maybe by asking the
pastor or your group leader, or discussing it with your group.

2. Group Bible Study
You can do these studies in your own, but to get the most out of them, you should try and
attend a weekly group Bible study - a Grace Community Group. The studies in this guide
are designed using an easy framework called ‘COMA’:
Context: These questions help you understand where the text fits into the big
picture. It’s about asking, “What’s been happening up to this point?”
Observation: These questions help you to orientate yourself in the text by looking
at what it says. It’s about asking, “What ideas come up in the text?” and “What
surprises are there?”
Meaning: These questions help you try to uncover what the author means. It’s
about asking, “What does this section tell me about God, about Jesus, and about
myself?”
Application: These questions help you to work out how to respond to the Bible’s
message. It’s about asking, “How does this passage challenge or confirm my
understanding?”, “Is there something in my life that needs to change?”, or “What
does this passage teach me about being a follower of Jesus?
Prayer Points Finally, there is a section to write prayer points. This way you can
remember to pray for each other during and after the group meeting, and also keep track
of prayers answered. Prayer and praying for each other is a very important part of
Christians meeting together.
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Reading Plan
Job is a long book! It’s got forty-two chapters in total. When we meet on Sundays and
during the week to study it together, there’s no way we’ll be able to read all of it. And this
is a real shame, because we can end up missing so much of the richness in what is said
in the book. To help you really get to grips with the book, we’ve compiled a suggested
reading plan below. It divides the books into easy chunks of a chapter a day, leaving
weekend free for catching up if needed. There are also a few days right at the end of term
in case you’ve missed a few. Hopefully, by the end of the term, you’ll be able to say that
you’ve read the whole of Job!

July

☑

August

☑

September

☑

M

18. Chapter 1

☐

15. Chapter 21

☐

5. Chapter 35

☐

T

19. Chapter 2

☐

16. Chapter 22

☐

6. Chapter 36

☐

W 20. Chapter 3

☐

17. Chapter 23

☐

7. Chapter 37

☐

T

21. Chapter 4

☐

18. Chapter 24

☐

8. Chapter 38

☐

F

22. Chapter 5

☐

19. Chapter 25

☐

9. Chapter 39

☐

M

25. Chapter 6

☐

22. Chapter 26

☐

12. Chapter 40

☐

T

26. Chapter 7

☐

23. Chapter 27

☐

13. Chapter 41

☐

W 27. Chapter 8

☐

24. Chapter 28

☐

14. Chapter 42

☐

T

28. Chapter 9

☐

25. Chapter 29

☐

F

29. Chapter 10

☐

26. Chapter 30

☐

August
M

1. Chapter 11

☐

29. Chapter 31

☐

T

2. Chapter 12

☐

30. Chapter 32

☐

W 3. Chapter 13

☐

31. Chapter 33

☐

T

4. Chapter 14

☐

F

5. Chapter 15

☐

M

8. Chapter 16

☐

T

9. Chapter 17

☐

W 10. Chapter 18

☐

T

11. Chapter 19

☐

1. Chapter 34

☐

F

12. Chapter 20

☐

2. Chapter 35

☐

September
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17 July 2016

1. THE DEVIL’S IN THE DETAILS
Job 1:1-12
Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?

(take these questions to your home group and try to find some answers)
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Group Bible Study - Week 1
Think:
Discuss or think about this statement: “The real problem is not why some pious,
humble, believing people suffer, but why some do not.” (C.S Lewis)

📖 Read: Job 1:1-12

Context
1. What do you know about Job?
(open question to find out what prior knowledge people may or may not
have about the book and character)

2. Read James 5:10-11. What does James say about Job?
That he is a model and example of steadfastness in suffering.

Observation
3. After reading Job 1:1-12, describe Job in your own words.
(open question - though you may want to focus on his wealth and
prosperity, his family, his righteousness, and the way God regards him.)

4. What did Job do for his kids in v5?
Job would call them and ‘consecrate’ them (in a sense to “rededicate”
them to God), and offer burnt offerings for them, in case they had sinned
during the days of feasting. We could say that Job ‘interceded’ for his
children before God.

5. What Does God say to Satan in v8?
“Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the
earth, a blameless and upright man who turns away from evil?”
9

6. Summarise Satan’s response to God’s question (v9-11) your own words
Satan responds that Job only fears and worships God because God is so
generous to him. If God were to withhold his blessing, Job would reject
God.

7. How does God respond to Satan? (v12)
God gives Satan permission to afflict Job and test his faith, on one
condition: that Satan doesn’t harm Job physically.

Meaning
8. What is the significance of Job offering a burnt offering for his children’s sins?
(see also Leviticus 1:3-9, but remember that Job probably lived before the Exodus
and the giving of the Law to Israel)
The burnt offering was entirely burnt up, and represented a substitutionary
sacrifice for his children’s sins. Job offered a burnt offering to God in place
of each one of his children, to atone and satisfy God’s anger for the sins
which they may have committed.

9. Why do you think God engaged Satan in conversation about Job in the first
place? (v8)
It appears as if God wants to “show off” to Satan. He even says, “Have you
considered my servant Job?” Of course, God doesn’t expect Satan to be in
awe of Job, he expects Satan to be in awe of the god who Job worships.
God’s ultimate goal is his own glory.

10. Why do you think God allows Satan to test Job? (v12)
Fundamentally, God wishes to prove Satan wrong, not just about Job but
about Job’s god.
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11. Based on what you know about Job so far, how do you think he would handle
a test like this? Why?
(open question)

Application
12. How conscious are you of Satan’s hostility towards God and you as his servant
in your everyday life? Why or why not?
(Open question. However, try and get your group to avoid two dangerous
extremes: complete ignorance, denial or naivety, or an unhealthy
obsession, a “seeing the devil’s work under every bush”.)

13. Read 1 Peter 5:6-11. What warnings and advice does Peter give to Christians
faced with suffering and Satan’s hostility towards God and his people?
That we are to submit ourselves to God, trust ourselves with him, and trust
in his promises to us. We are also to be conscious of Satan’s active hostility
towards all believers, like a ravenous lion prowling around.

14. What encouragement can you take from God’s authority over Satan in Job
1:12?
God holds Satan on a leash, and therefore he is not permitted to have free
reign with us. He only does what God gives him permission to do. We can
therefore trust God that whatever suffering we may experience, he remains
totally in control.
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Pray:

Something to take away:
Think about all the things that God has blessed you with. Do
these blessings make you want to worship God more?

12

24 July 2016

2. COULD IT GET ANY WORSE?
Job 1:13 - 2:13
Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 2
Think:
How great would your suffering have to be make you distrust God? Why? (It might
be your own personal suffering, or the suffering of a loved one.)

📖 Read: Job 1:13 - 2:13.

Context
1. What happened in last week’s reading (Job 1:1-12)?
Satan challenged God that Job’s worship was just a result of his blessing.
God then allowed Satan to test Job in order to test this theory.

Observation
2. What happens to Job’s property and family in 1:13-19?
Bands of foreign raiders attacked his servants, killing them and stealing
Job’s livestock (1:13-15, 17); fire from heaven fell and consumed his
servants and livestock (1:16); a great wind destroyed his oldest son’s house
and all his children were killed (1:18-19)

3. How did Job respond to this series of calamities and tragedies? (1:20-22)
Job worshipped God, being in fear and awe of him who in his sovereignty
both gives and takes away.

4.How does Satan respond to God’s continued showing-off of Job, despite his
unjust suffering? (2:3-5)
Satan responds that Job’s suffering hasn’t touched him personally enough,
and that if were to be personally and physically afflicted, he would reject
God.
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5. What is Job’s wife’s attitude to his suffering? (2:9)
She seems to think Job is just being being foolish by not taking the easy
way out (i.e. inviting God’s anger), and instead holding fast to his integrity.
She doesn’t see that he has anything to gain in continued righteousness,
because his righteousness up to this point has only received suffering.

6. How did Job’s friends “show him sympathy and comfort him”? (2:11-13)
They mourned with him, and then sat with him on the ground in silence for
a week.

Meaning
5. How would you describe Job’s attitude toward God in his suffering, in 1:20-22,
and in 2:10? How does Job view God’s character?
Job is entirely submissive to God. He views God as a god who is sovereign
over both the good and the bad, and totally in control. He also believes
that God owes him nothing, and that all the good he receives from God is
undeserved favour, i.e. grace. Job also worships a god who concerned
with more than simply Job’s personal comfort.

6. We are told in chapters one and two that Satan is the agent of Job’s suffering.
Why do you think Job consistently attributes his suffering to God and not to Satan?
Job knows that God is the ultimate authority in the universe, and that not
even Satan and the angels act independently of God’s ultimate authority.

7.Why do you think Job continues to worship God, despite his personal suffering?
(e.g. 1: 20)
Job knows that God is worthy of worship not because of what he gives
Job, or because of anything else he does or does not do, but purely
because of who he is - the sovereign creator of the universe.
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Application

9. Why do we find it hard to trust God in times of suffering?
We are ultimately selfish and self-serving/self-seeking. Our default
is to pursue our own wellbeing, comfort, security and prosperity,
and we expect God to do the same. When these things are
threatened we tend to retreat into survival mode, and we begin
believing that God is not as trustworthy, or good, or powerful, as he
says he is. This is the result of a sinful nature.

10. Read Hebrews 4:14-16. How are we, this side of the cross, in a better
position to face personal suffering than Job was?
Job had to trust God in his suffering despite being completely blind
to God’s purposes, and being very distant from God. In Hebrews 4,
we are reminded that Jesus has come to earth as a person like us,
has successfully endured untold human suffering, and therefore
allows us to approach God not just as some high and sovereign
God, but also as a compassionate God who can relate to our
personal suffering in an intimate and personal way.
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Pray:

Something to take away:
“Oh, have God-admiring thoughts. Adore where you cannot
fathom.” (pastor Thomas Watson, 1620 - 1686)
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Hard Questions: The Problem of Evil
These first two chapters, and even the whole book of Job, raise a common but very
important question: How can a good God allow such evil in his world?
We talk about God “allowing” evil because that is clearly what he does in Job (see Job
42:11), permitting Satan to act, but also because of what we are told in James 1:12-17. In
the context of suffering, James makes it clear that God is not the source of sin and evil,
but is the source of good. However, he also highlights human sinfulness as a causative
factor of the evil in the world.
Bible scholars have sometimes made the distinction between this kind of evil, or ‘moral
evil’, and ‘natural evil’ - natural evil being the evil that is present in nature because of its
“bondage to corruption” brought about by the first sin (Romans 8:18-23, again in the
context of human suffering). These might be things like earthquakes, tsunamis, wildfires
and floods.
Bible teacher J.I Packer presents a really clear summary of God’s relationship with evil
from the Bible. Whilst these things might not answer our question entirely, they will give us
a better framework for exploring this tension we see in the book of Job.
He says, “Of the evils that infect God’s world (moral and spiritual perversity, waste of
good, and the physical disorders and disruptions of a spoiled cosmos), it can summarily
be said: God permits evil (Acts 14:6); he punishes evil with evil (Ps. 81:11-12; Rom.
1:26-32); he brings good out of evil (Gen. 50:20; Acts 2:23; 4:27-28; 13:27; 1 Cor 2:7-8);
he uses evil to test and discipline those he loves (Matt. 4:1-11; Heb. 12:4-14); and one
day he will redeem his people from the power and presence of evil altogether (Rev. 12:27;
22:14-15).”1

1

p.56, Concise Theology, by J.I. Packer, © 1993, Foundation for Reformation
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3. SOUL SURGERY #1: PROVERBS
OF ASHES
Job 3:1 - 14:22
Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 3
Think:
What has been the most unhelpful thing someone has said to you or done for you
during a difficult period in your life, even if they meant well?

📖 Read: Job 4:1-11 and Job 14:1-22.

Context
1. Set the scene for Job’s conversations with his friends. (Job 2:11-13)
Job and his friends have been been mourning for his suffering, and have
been sitting on the ground in silence for the last seven days and nights.

Observation
2. Read Job 4:8-9; 5:8-11; 5:17-18; 8:3-6 and 11:4-6. How would you summarise
Job’s friends’ beliefs about God and Job’s suffering?
Job’s friends believe that a.) God is sovereignly in control of the entire
universe, and over everything that happens in it, b.) that he always
punishes wickedness (and therefore suffering must always indicate sin),
and c.) that God always blesses the righteous (and therefore blessing must
always indicate righteousness). For these reasons, they are convinced that
Job and his children are sinful and under God’s judgement, whether Job
believes it or not.

3. Read Job 6:4; 7:20, 9:2-12; 10:14; 12:13-15 and 14:5 . What does Job believe
about God?
Job believes that a.) God is sovereignly in control of the entire universe
and over everything that happens in it, b.) his suffering is orchestrating by
God, c.) God is a just judge who sees everyone’s sin, d.) God’s wisdom
and might are beyond understanding, e.) no-one is every truly righteous
before God, and f.) God is not answerable to anyone.
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4. Read Job 9:15; 9:20-21; 10:5-7 and 12:4. What does Job believe about himself?
That he is blameless, but that he is still in God’s hands.

5. Read Job 6:24-25; 12:1-2 and 13:4-12. How does Job regard his friends’
“wisdom”?
They are not saying anything that Job doesn’t already know, and their
“wisdom” still does not explain Job’s suffering, i.e. why a “righteous man”
should suffer at God’s hand.

Meaning
6. What Job’s friends believe about God and about suffering is essentially true.
However, what wrong assumptions are informing the way they engage with Job?
(see Job 5:27; 6:24-27; and 9:12).
They make the wrong assumptions that a.) immediate blessing is always
an indicator of righteousness, and that immediate suffering is always the
indicator of sin, b.) that Job has done something terrible to deserve God’s
judgement, and c.) they have absolute confidence in their own wisdom
and judgement of Job, believing it is always possible to understand and
discern God’s actions.

7. What major problem does Job highlight in 9:2-3; 9:19-20 and 9:32-33?
Job, as a man, has no right to contend with God, or speak up to defend
himself. What he needs is an ‘arbiter’ who is able to stand between God
and Job to mediate Job’s case.

8. Read 1 Timothy 2:5-6, Hebrews 10:19-22, and 1 John 2:1-2. How does Jesus
solve Job’s problem?
Through Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection, he made a way for sinful
people to come before God to receive mercy and grace. He acts as a
representative for us to God (and of God to us), and pleads our case
before his Father.
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Application
9. How does your faith in Jesus Christ change your perspective on your personal
suffering?
(open question - try and encourage your group to see the hope we have in
Christ, how it is greater than any suffering we may experience in our earthly
lives, and how the suffering of this life has a purpose to make us more like
Jesus; perhaps look at Romans 8:18, Philippians 3:7-10, Hebrews 12:5-8,
James 1:2-4, and 1 Peter 5:10-11).

10. How can you use the truths of the gospel wisely and sympathetically to
comfort those around you who suffer?
(open question - however, the point here is to avoid to the errors of Job’s
friends, who spoke truth, but did it in a meaningless and insensitive way
that failed to provide any comfort to Job, e.g. you may wish to highlight
Jesus’ human experience of suffering to the sufferer in the terms of
Hebrews 4:14-16, rather than simply saying, “Don’t worry, it will all turn out
alright in the end.” Remember Romans 12:15-16: “Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do
not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own
sight.”

22

Prayer Points:

Something to take away:
Is there someone you know who is suffering, who you could give
real gospel-comfort to this week?
23

7 August 2016

4. SOUL SURGERY #2: EMPTY
NOTHINGS
Job 15:1 - 21:34

Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 4

Think:
Have you ever experienced or witnessed a situation where the good have suffered,
but the bad have prospered? How did it make you feel?

📖 Read: Job 15:1-6 and 21:27-34.

Context
1. At the end of chapter 14, Job is unimpressed with his comforters and the
comforters are unimpressed with Job. Why?
Job has found his comforters’ wisdom empty, and the comforters have
found Job arrogant about his own innocence. Each wishes the other would
shut up and listen to them!

Observation
2. Read Job 15:1-6. What is Eliphaz’s main issue with Job?
Eliphaz believes Job is being stubbornly arrogant about this own
innocence, and fails to recognise his own (currently unknown) sin.

3. Read Job 18:5-6, 18:19-21 and 20:27-29. What are Job’s friends still so
convinced about?
That God will always punish the wicked in this life and the life to come.

4. Read Job 21:7-16. Why does Job disagree with his friends’ “wisdom”?
As Job looks at the world, he notices that the wicked don’t receive God’s
justice. Instead, they prosper, and have an easy and fulfilled life.

25

Meaning
6. Read Job 16:18-22 and Job 19:23-27. Describe Job’s renewed hope, in
opposition to his friends’ accusations.
Job is beginning to look ahead with certain hope to one who is a witness to
his innocence (16:19) and is willing to testify before God on his behalf
(16:21). (This is in contrast to his despair in ch9 that there is no arbiter
between himself and God.) He looks ahead to a Redeemer (19:25) who will
redeem him out of suffering, even beyond this life, when he shall be
vindicated in God’s presence (19:26).

7. What clues does Job give regarding the Redeemer’s identity?
Remember to answer this question in Job’s context: the clear identity of
Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Saviour of the world is an idea that’s
still a long way off.
However, what we can deduce from Job’s words is that his witness, testifier
and redeemer is none other than God himself (i.e. …”my eye pours out
tears to God, that he would argue the case of a man with
God…” (16:20-21)). Notice what Job is saying: he is pleading that God
would argue his case with God… this sets up beautifully for the divine
mediator of the New Testament!

8. Read Romans 8:31-34. How does Job’s hope in a “witness in heaven”, one who
“testifies for him” and a “Redeemer” point forward to Jesus Christ?
The resurrected Jesus is the one who is truly the Redeemer, who at the last
will stand upon the earth. He is the one who is now in heaven interceding
for God’s elect, and no one can contradict his testimony since he has done
all that is necessary to vindicate God’s people by taking their sin upon
himself.
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Application
9. Does your hope in what Jesus has done, is doing and will yet do for you (i.e.
Romans 8:31-34) make it easier to face present suffering? Why/Why not?
(open question)

10. What practical steps could you take to grow your hope in Jesus as your
Redeemer?
(open question - these may be simple things like more deliberate daily
Bible reading, or meeting regularly with another Christian to talk and pray
together. Let your group get creative!)
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Prayer Points:

Something to take away:
“My future is as bright as the promises of God.”
(missionary Adoniram Judson, 1788 - 1850)
28

14 August 2016

5. SOUL SURGERY #3: AS GOD
IS MY WITNESS
Job 22:1 - 31:40

Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 5
Think:
Have you ever been in a position where you had to defend your integrity to someone
else? How did it go?

📖 Read: Job 23:1-17.

Context
1. What fresh glimmers of hope did Job begin to show in his arguments during last
week’s study from Job 15-21? (see Job 16:18-22 and 19:23-27)
Job has begun to show a future hope in a Redeemer, and in one who will
testify and represent him before God for his vindication.

Observation
2. In Job 22:1-20, the wisdom of Eliphaz remains the same: Job is a wicked man,
even if he doesn’t realise it or admit it, and therefore he is getting what he
deserves from God. From what we’ve read so far about Job, how do we know he’s
wrong? (see Job 1:8 and 2:3)
God has already declared Job to be “…a blameless and upright man, who
fears God and turns away from evil.”

3. Read Job 22:21-30. What hope does Eliphaz offer Job?
Eliphaz tells Job that he needs to repent of his wickedness, and because
God is righteous he will forgive and restore Job. However, until he does
that, he will continue to suffer because God is just.

4. Read Job 28:20-28. What important observation does Job make about wisdom?
Job observes that true wisdom is unattainable by human beings, but
belongs only to God. True wisdom for man is therefore to submit oneself to
God, and trust in his wisdom rather than your own. (see also Proverbs
3:5-8).
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5. What is the essence of Job’s defence in Job 31:3-8?
Job recognises that suffering is the reward of wickedness, but that he is
suffering in the absence of wickedness. Therefore, he entrusts himself with
a clear conscience to God, the ultimate judge.

Meaning
6. Read Job 23:10. What is the real reason for Job’s suffering? (see also Job
1:8-12 and 2:3-6)
Job’s suffering is really a test from God. He allowing Satan to test Job’s
faith in the light of Satan’s accusation that Job only worships God because
of the good thing he has received from God.

7. Read Job 25:1-6 and Psalm 8:3-8. What major difference are there between the
way Bildad sees God and the way David sees God??
Bildad’s god in many ways is impersonal and mechanical in the way he
deals with mankind. By contrast, David’s god is both powerful and
sovereign, but he is personal and benevolent: he is “mindful” of people
and “cares” for them, and gives them a place of honour in his creation.

8. How we can reconcile the idea of a good, caring and benevolent God with the
idea that he lets his people suffer terrible tragedy? (see Romans 8:28-30 and
Hebrews 12:1-11)
God allows his people to experience suffering as a means to grow their
faith and holiness, to make them more like Christ. He allows suffering, not
as a mean and vindictive deity, but as a loving and compassionate Father
who desires not what is merely good for his children, but what is best.
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Application
9. Read Job 23:13-15. How does the idea that God may allow you to suffer for
your good make you feel? Why?
(open question)

10. Read 1 Peter 2:19-25. How can we take courage from Jesus’ example to face
our own suffering?
Like Job (and also very unlike Job!), Jesus suffered unjustly. And yet, he
didn’t complain, he didn’t self-justify or seek vindication, from God or
anyone else. He understood the end-goal of his suffering: to achieve God’s
glorious and wonderful purpose of salvation through faith. His example
teaches us to entrust ourselves to God, because he judges justly (see Job
31:6), and also to look beyond our present suffering to what God is doing
through our suffering (see Job 23:10).
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Prayer Points:

Something to take away:
What practical steps could I take to use my suffering to grow
my faith in Jesus?
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A Covenant With My Eyes (Job 31:1)
Be careful little eyes what you see…
In Job 31:1, we read about Job not only justifying his righteousness, but about Job
adopting a practical strategy to maintain his righteousness. He actually made a deal with
his eyes, a kind of pact, about what he would not look at - in this case, beautiful young
women.
Job knew that so much sin starts with a look. A look turns to a second glance, and
suddenly the eyes connect with the heart like a fuse to ignite desire and temptation (see
James 1:14).
This presents a huge challenge to Christians living in a visual-image-saturated world.
From billboards, to shop windows, to magazines, to cinema screens, TV screens,
computer screens, tablet screens and phone screens, we are flooded everyday with
thousands of images, many of which are actually very dangerous to our souls.
We are taught to believe that it’s normal to be undiscerning about what we allow our eyes
to see. We are taught to believe that our eyes are just visual vacuum-cleaners,
indiscriminately sucking up everything that comes across our retinas.

Jesus offers a very different view::
“If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you
lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell.”
(Matthew 5:29 ESV)
Jesus is commanding serious action in order to avoid the destructive effects of sin. He
commands decisive and intentional action that is focussed more on eternal joy than
momentary pleasure.
Perhaps nowhere is this challenge more current than in the issue of pornography - visual,
graphic images designed to stimulate sexual sin. We must be careful not to be naïve
about this. Porn is no longer a magazine hidden on a shelf in a shady shop; it’s on our
TVs, our computers, our tablets and even our phones. Recent surveys by the Barna
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Group have indicated that the use of pornography among Christians (both men and
women) isn’t vastly different to that of the general population. And it’s anything but
harmless. Even a little porn inflames other sins like lust, lying, adultery, idolatry and
selfishness. It hamstrings our relationship with God. And among Christians it has been the
catalyst for infidelity, divorce, and even sexual crimes.
Through Jesus Christ and his death and resurrection, we can find the grace and mercy
needed to fight against those things which threaten to destroy our lives and our souls even for those who struggle with or are addicted to pornography. Jesus forgives and
transforms sexual sinners (see 1 Corinthians 6:9-11).
But he doesn’t expect us to leave it there. He expects us to fight against those things
which threaten our relationship with him, in the strength and with the means that he
provides (see Ephesians 6:10-11).
He has given us a church family, which is no longer of the world (see 1 Corinthians 2:12).
Within our church family, we should develop a culture of being deliberately and
intentionally careful of what our eyes see, in contrast to the world around us. We should
encourage one-another towards greater godliness. We should be concerned about each
others’ souls, not just our earthly comfort. We should ask each other serious questions
about our walks with Jesus. We should pray meaningful prayers for one-another, prayers
for God’s protection against Satan’s attacks, and for God’s Spirit within us to override our
own sinful desires. We should pray for one-another’s spiritual struggles, not just our
physical ones (though pornography may present a very physical struggle).
We should develop relationships that serve one-another’s growth in Christ, rather than
relationships which simply make us feel good about ourselves (see Galatians 5:13)
If you do struggle with pornography, some Christians in the US have developed an
excellent tool, inspired by Job 31:1, to help Christians take decisive and deliberate action
against the temptation of pornography on their computers and mobile devices..
It’s called Covenant Eyes (www.covenanteyes.com). Their software
is very affordable at around $15.00 per month (though can you
really put a price on your purity?), and handles internet filtering on
computers and smartphones, as well as accountability reporting
that can be sent to a trusted Christian friend who you are
accountable to, and meet with regularly for encouragement and
prayer. They also offer affordable family options to protect your
children from getting entangled in the mess of sin on the internet.
Whatever you do, though, do something. Job associates calamity and disaster with visual
sin (Job 31:1-3). Jesus associates eternal punishment in Hell with visual sin (Matthew
5:29). And James associates death with visual sin (James 1:14-15).
These things are serious. Take action, and take control of your eyes.

If you are struggling with pornography and you want help, please contact our pastors
directly: Rick Zylstra e: pastorrick@gracechurchbuderim.com.au, m: 0407 725 899, or
Clint Lombard e: pastorclint@gracechurchbuderim.com.au, m: 0478 578 152.
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21 August 2016

6. “I CAN’T TAKE IT ANYMORE!”
Job 32:1 - 37:24

Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 6
Think:
Do you find it easier to avoid sin when life is easy, or when life is difficult? Why?

📖 Read: Job 32:1-5, 35:1-8 and 37:14-24

Context
1. What motivates Elihu to speak up?
Elihu is angry at Job’s self-justification, and his lack of respect for God
(32:2), and he is angry at Job’s friends for their condemnation of Job,
without any firm basis (i.e. “no answer”, 32:3, 5).

2. Why had Elihu not spoken up before?
Elihu didn’t speak up because he was the youngest man present, and he
was exercising respect and deference to their years’ of “wisdom” and
experience (32:4, 6-7). When he find this wisdom and experience empty,
he’s like a pressure-cooker going off! (32:19)

Observation
3. Read Job 33:8-13 and 34:5-9. What does Elihu accuse Job of?
He accuses Job of questioning God, and of questioning his situation. He
accuses Job of sinning because of his suffering, in contrast to the others
who are convinced that Job is suffering because of prior sin.

4. Read Job 33:31-33. What motivates Elihu to “teach Job wisdom”?
Elihu wishes to help Job by “justifying” him. He’s on Job’s side! He wants to
see Job restored in his relationship with God.
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5. Read Job 36:1-4. What do you think this tells us about Elihu?
He’s speaking on God’s behalf. This means he may in fact be a prophet
who is preparing the way for God himself to speak in ch38. His aim is to
proclaim and prove God’s justice to Job and his friends. Take note of how
no-one interrupts or responds to Elihu’s speech, not even Job to protest for
his innocence. We’ll also notice how God’s words in ch38 pick almost
seamlessly where Elihu’s left off.

6. Read Job 36:22-26 and 37:14-20. What does Elihu tell Job to do?
Instead of sinning against God in his suffering Elihu tells Job to resign
himself to his situation and praise God’s greatness.

Meaning
7. Is Elihu’s solution to Job’s suffering is right or wrong? Why? (see Question 4.)
His solution for Job is right. Elihu is correct in what he says about God’s
justice, his greatness and his majesty, and in the fact that he does speak
(33:14-18). He is also right in addressing Job’s obvious sins, instead of his
‘supposed’ sins, like the other friends do (33:8-13; 34:5-9; 34:35-37). In this
situation, Job’s only option is to recognise God’s greatness and submit
himself to God in repentance and faith.

8. Read Job 34:10-15. Why does Elihu say that God’s justice is trustworthy?
Quite simply, because he is God! There is no higher power, there is no
other authority.

9. Read 1 Peter 2:19-23. What similarities do you notice between Job and Jesus?
What differences do you notice?
Job and Jesus both suffered under God’s hands. They both suffered
“unjustly”, as it were (i.e. neither’s suffering was as a direct result of their
sin).
However, when Job suffers, he questions God, he doubts, he makes
thoughtless statements about God. When Jesus suffered, he entrusts
himself to God as his true judge, and did not question or doubt or make
thoughtless statements.
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Application
10. How can Elihu’s solution of focussing on God’s justice, greatness and majesty,
instead of our troubles, bring us comfort and peace when we suffer?
(open question)

11. How is Jesus’ sinless endurance of suffering an encouragement to you?
Jesus accomplished what we could not accomplish. He endured the wrath
of God for our sin without sinning in his suffering, so that he could be a
perfect sacrifice that would indeed pay fully for our sin. For this reason, we
can look to him in our suffering with hope, and find grace to overcome the
trials of this life. (see Hebrews 7:25-26)
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Pray:

Something to take away
“For all Christians, the likelihood is rather that as our discipleship
continues, God will make us increasingly weakness-conscious and
pain-aware, so that we may learn with Paul that when we are
conscious of being weak, then - and only then - may we become
truly strong in the Lord. And should we want it any other way?”
(author J.I. Packer, from “Weakness is the Way”)
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7. HOW MUCH DO YOU REALLY
KNOW?
Job 38:1 - 40:5

Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 7
Think:
Have you ever felt really out of your depth in a situation? What happened?

📖 Read: Job 38:1-18 and 40:1-5.

Context
1. Briefly summarise Elihu’s speech from Job 32-37 in your own words.
Elihu started out angry because Job’s friends offered no real wisdom, and
because Job kept trying to justify himself rather than God (32:1-5). He
accuses Job of sinning in his suffering, and tells him to look to God’s
greatness, justice and majesty instead of his own troubles.

2. What major difference did we notice at the end of Elihu’s speech?
None of the other three friends answered him, and Job didn’t try to justify
himself.

Observation
3. How does God speak to Job? (38:1, see also 37:1-5)
God speaks to Job out of the whirlwind, or the storm.

4. What challenge does God present to Job? How does this challenge “turn the
tables” on Job? (38:2-3, see also 23:4-5 and 31:35)
God tells Job that he will ask the questions, and Job must answer. This is in
stark contrast to Job’s insistent appeal that God answer his questions! We
will also notice throughout this section that God’s aim is never to provide
clear answers to Job’s questions - he has another goal in mind.
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5. What is the essence of God’s questions to Job in ch38-40? What might Job’s
only right answer be?
“Can you ever really understand how my universe works?” Job’s only
answer can be, “No, but you do.”

6. What accusation does God level at Job in 40:2? Why is this true of Job?
“God accuses Job of being a “faultfinder” or a “corrector” (NIV and NKJV),
and one who argues with God. This is exactly what Job has done - for
example, he has suggested that God is simply arbitrary in his rule of the
world (9:5-10), that God is unjust (9:21-24), and that God is simply being
mean to him (30:19-23).

7. How does Job respond to God in 40:3-5? What do you think is missing from his
response?
Job admits his unworthiness to answer God, and declares that he will no
longer make any declarations. However, despite acknowledging his own
unworthiness, he has failed to acknowledge God’s knowledge, wisdom
and power. He has left out one significant declaration: that of repentance
for his presumptuous “wisdom” (read: ‘foolishness’) before God. Of course,
this will come in ch42.

Meaning
8. Skim over chapters 38-40. What do these chapters teach us about God and the
way he rules the world?
God rules the entire universe, which he has created, in his own wisdom, by
his own authority and with his own power. He cares for his entire creation.
Every part of his creation is perfectly ordered and thoughtfully made, from
the seas, to the weather, to the constellations of stars in space, to the vast
variety of living creatures, including the “silly ostrich”! (39:17).

9. In contrast, what do these chapters teach us about ourselves?
Compared to God’s wisdom, his power and his authority, we are foolish
and weak. We should actually expect to not entirely understand God and
the way he does things, or the reasons why he does things.
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Application
10. How does it make you feel when you don’t understand God and his purposes
in allowing difficult things to happen to you and those around you?
(open question)

11. Read Romans 8:28-30. How can this knowledge give us peace, patience and
joy, even when we don’t understand the finer details of God’s plan?
This verse tells us that God works ultimately for ‘good’ - not our good,
primarily, but for the kind of ends the creator and lord of the universe
describes as ‘good’, i.e. ultimate good. This is achieved by moulding us
and shaping us to be more like his Son Jesus through our sufferings and
trials, and even through our good times (“all things”). And we know that
God will do this because of the promises he has made about those who
belong to him. So even if the road ahead is dark, we can trust God with the
destination.
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Pray:

Something to take away:
Take time to reflect on what creation tells you about God’s
character, and remind yourself that this is the god you are praying
to.

45

4 September 2016

8. HOW MUCH CAN YOU REALLY
DO?
Job 40:6 - 42:6

Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 8
Think:
Complete the sentence: “If I were God, I would…”

📖 Read: Job 40:6-14 and 42:1-6

Context
1. Briefly summarise the exchange between God and Job in 38:1 - 40:5, that we
looked at last time.
God addresses Job out of the whirlwind, and gives him rhetorical
questions to answer about the way the universe operates. The intention is
to humble Job by highlighting how little he truly understands compared to
God. Job admits his unworthiness and says he will speak no more.

Observation

2. Read Job 40:7-14. What is God saying to Job?
Basically, “When you can sit on my throne and judge the world rightly, then
I will regard your wisdom. But for now, trust me to be God.”

3. Skim over 40:15-24. What words would you use to describe Behemoth?
(open question - however, there is a clear emphasis here on strength, size
and his high place in the creation, and his insatiable appetite!)

4. Skim over 41:1-34. What words would you use to describe Leviathan?
(open question - however, while there are clear similarities to Behemoth,
there is an emphasis on his terror, his fearlessness, his violent
temperament, his invincibility, and even his evil.)
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Meaning
6. What do you think God is demonstrating to Job in his description of Behemoth?
(see 40:19)
God showing that he made Behemoth, and holds Behemoth’s life and
death in his hands, despite his earthly greatness.

7. What do you think God is demonstrating to Job in his description of Leviathan?
(see 41:9-10)
God is showing Job his own terrible majesty by giving him a portrait of the
terrifying greatness of this creature, and then saying that if man is terrified
by Leviathan, how much more he should be terrified of the one who made
Leviathan?

8.Why do you think these images cause Job to repent?
Job clearly is not just sobered by these portraits, he is ashamed and
humbled. He is convicted of his foolish words, and his own lack of wisdom
before his God. These demonstrations of God’s sovereign power, his
untamed might and his terrible majesty penetrate not just Job’s head but
his heart, and he is humbled deeply into repentance before God.

9. What does it mean to repent? (see 2 Chronicles 7:14; Acts 26:20 and 2
Corinthians 7:9)
At its heart, repentance is a turning away from sin (see also Job 1:1, 8;
2:3), and a turning to God. However, repentance in the Bible is
characterised not just by a passive turning from sin, but an active one,
pursuing a life of holiness and godliness in contrast to a life of sin. It is also
more than fear of punishment, but a rather a sorrow at sin (not just ‘sins’ ,
but ‘sin’) and a desire to please God, rather than just a desire to avoid his
wrath. It must be noted however, that this fear and grief may be the path to
true repentance, and that ultimately the kind of godly revulsion of sin that
leads to repentance can only be granted by God himself.
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Application
10. Read Acts 2:36-38. Has a real consideration of what happened to Jesus at the
cross, when he bore the full weight of God’s wrath at your sin, moved you to true
repentance?
(This is a question for personal reflection. You may want to discuss it, or
simply close the study here.)

Fantastical Animals
One of the great unanswered questions in the book of Job is, “What are Behemoth and
Leviathan?” This is a very difficult question to adequately answer.
The names themselves don’t really help us. ‘Behemoth’ is a common Hebrew word for
an animal, but here seems to be a proper name of Egyptian origin, and signifies
something like a colossal “water-ox”, or another kind of “mute beast”. ‘Leviathan’
suggests some of kind of twisting animal (see Isaiah 27:1), and is a word which in
Hebrew has echoes of “mourning”.
There are three main views on the identity of these animals:
1. Known Natural Creatures
There is a long tradition of associating Behemoth with the hippopotamus, and Leviathan
with the crocodile. Given what we know of saltwater crocs here in Australia, this doesn’t
seem so far-fetched! However, the text of Job makes it difficult to reconcile these ideas.
For one, the hippo’s tail resembles more a sapling than a “cedar” (Job 40:17), and even
the biggest salties don’t breathe fire (Job 41:19-21, and thank goodness they don’t!)
2. Unknown Natural Creatures
The second common suggestion today is that they are animals which were known to
humanity in Job’s time (and also the time of the Psalms and Isaiah), but are now extinct,
such as types of dinosaurs. Some Christian academics suggest that the bones and
fossils we have found of ancient creatures fit the descriptions on Job more accurately
than anything alive today (see https://answersingenesis.org/dinosaurs/could-behemothhave-been-a-dinosaur/ for more in-depth discussion).
3. Unknown Unnatural Creatures
There has been another tradition that the great beasts of Job 40-41 are in fact creatures
drawn from ancient near eastern mythology familiar to Job (and David and Isaiah).
Using this line of thinking, Behemoth represents the insatiable and real power of Death,
while Leviathan represents the real and terrible evil might of Satan, in language similar
to Revelation 12 and 13. This way, Satan reappears “unmasked and undone” at the end
of the book. (Christopher Ash explores this idea more in Out of the Storm.)
More important than clearly understanding these animals, however, is clearly seeing the
God who rules over them in undaunted and unassailable might and power. This is what
Job needed to realise.
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Pray:

Something to take away:
“God cannot be withstood by man’s incompetence or by Satan’s
enmity.
(Chinese church leader Watchman Nee, 1903 - 1972)
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9. RADICAL REDEMPTION
Job 42:1-16

Sermon Notes

What is the Big Idea?

What questions do I still have?
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Group Bible Study - Week 9
Think:
Why do people suffer? Think of as many reasons as you can.

📖 Read: Job 42:1-16

Context
1. Summarise the storyline of the book of Job up to this point.
The book began with the Job introduced as a wealthy and righteous man.
Satan wished to challenge Job’s righteousness before God, and God let
him oppress Job terribly.
In his suffering, Job has three friends who come around to comfort him and
offer wisdom. They accuse Job of harbouring secret sins that God is
punishing. Job repeatedly declares his innocence amidst his despair, and
questions God’s justice and control of the world.
Another man called Elihu rebukes Job and his friends. He accuses Job of
sinning in his suffering, and tells him to focus on God’s greatness instead.
God then speaks to Job, demonstrating his power and justice. Job is
humbled and repents.

Observation
2. What judgement does God pass on Job’s friends? (v7-8)
God judges them for “not speaking of him rightly”, and instead speaking
foolishly.

3. What is surprising about God’s command in v8?
That Job (i.e. the “Suffering Servant”!) should be the one to intercede on
their behalf before God, to ask for their pardon.

52

4. Compare Job 42:12 with 1:3. What do you notice? (see also Job 42:10)
God blesses Job with exactly double what he had before. A comparison of
Job 42:16 and Psalm 90:10 suggests that even his lifespan was doubled,
suggesting God doubled his wealth and his health, the main things Satan
took away.

5.What clues in the text tell us that God accepted Job’s repentance? (42:7-17)
God’s lack of anger against Job in v7; God calling Job “my servant” in v7
and v8; God giving credit to Job’s words in v7 and v8; God appointing Job
as a mediator for his friends in v8; God blessed Job and restoring his
wealth, health and relationships in v10-17.

6.Starting in Job 42:1, what is the order of Job’s full restoration? How does this
demolish Satan’s charge in Job 1:9-10?
Job repents first, recognising God’s greatness, he is restored to his
relationship with God (42:7), and then his fortunes are restored. Clearly,
Job doesn’t worship God just because God blesses him, as Satan has
claimed.

Meaning
7. What was the point of Job’s suffering?
Ultimately, Job’s suffering was to test Job, and to vindicate Job against
Satan’s charge in Job 1:9-10 and 2:4-5. More than that, in Job’s
vindication, God is vindicated and glorified as being Job’s God who is
worthy of worship not because he gives Job nice things, but because of
who he is - the mighty, just, powerful, and ultimately generous, Creator God
of the Universe.

8.Read Philippians 2:5-11 and Hebrews 2:9-10 and 2:17-18. How does Job give
us a preview of Jesus?
Job’s journey from greatness, to the depths of suffering, and restoration to
even more greatness mirrors Jesus’ humbling incarnation and subsequent
exaltation. His ‘innocent' suffering also mirrors the innocent suffering of
Jesus. Finally, the “suffering servant” (see Isaiah 53:11) becomes the
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mediator, offering substitutionary sacrifices and intercession to turn the
anger of God away from his “brothers”.

Application
9. Read James 5:7-11. What should Christians learn from the book of Job?
As we await our final redemption, when Jesus returns, we need to be
patient and steadfast, trusting in God’s power, wisdom, authority and
trustworthiness. Life this side of heaven may be difficult, it might not make
sense, but this doesn’t change who God is and what he has done through
Jesus Christ.
10. What has particularly stood out for you during our time in the book of Job?
(Open question.)
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Pray:

Something to take away:
Pray and thank God for what you have learned in the book of Job,
and ask him to help you put what you have learned into action in
your life.
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Extra Resources
As a leader, you may want to do some further reading to help you lead your group well.
Here are a few ideas. Some of these are also available from the Grace library near the
front door. All of these books are available online from koorong.com, or
bookdepository.com or from Koorong stores.

Out of the Storm by Christopher Ash (© 2004, IVP)
Derived from Ash’s excellent Preach The Word commentary on the
book of Job, this smaller book helps readers get to grips with the
main ideas of the book. If you’ve ever asked yourself questions like,
“Why am I suffering?”, or, “Why is there so much evil in the world?”,
and you want to know what the Bible says about those things, this
book is for you.

Safe? How We Can Be Sure Of God’s Love by Frank Retief (©
2012, Christian Focus)
Frank Retief (A former Presiding Bishop of the Church of
England in South Africa) explores why peace and joy in life may
be so elusive in the life of the believer - and it has to do with
what actually happened to us when we turned to Christ.

Weakness is the Way, by J.I.Packer (© 2013, Crossway)
Our world teaches us to shun weakness at all costs. In the twilight
of his life, renowned Bible scholar J.I. Packer reflects on the book
of 2 Corinthians, and suggests that perhaps our weakness, in
Christ, is something that should rather be embraced.

Life’s Big Questions by Vaughan Roberts, (© 2004, IVP)
Who rules the world? What does it mean to be human? What is
God’s plan for the world? These are the kinds of questions Job
asks. In this very readable book, Vaughan Roberts helps the
reader to investigate the Bible’s own answers to these
questions, in the context of the Bible’s own storyline - the
message of Jesus Christ.
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Extra Notes:
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