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Grace Community Groups
Each week across the Sunshine Coast, small groups from Grace Christian Church meet to

• study the Bible,
• pray together,
• worship God,
• encourage each other,
• care for one-another,
• grow together as followers of Jesus,
• laugh, cry, discuss life’s big questions, 
• and build lasting friendships!

If you’re not part of a group yet, why not? It might take courage to join a group, or it might 
take a bit of personal rescheduling, but we promise that you won’t regret it! 

Area/Group Focus Meeting time Contact Phone

Bli Bli Sunday, 2.00pm John Baird (07) 5448 4040

Buderim Monday, 7.00pm Colin Weston (07) 5476 9648

Caloundra Wednesday, 7.15pm Roger Anderson (07) 5491 9442

Day-time Mixed Tuesday 10.00am Rick Zylstra 0407 725 899

Kawana/Wurtulla Monday (fortnightly), 7.00pm Tim Richards (07) 5438 2201

Ladies Thursday, 10.00am Janne Evans (07) 5445 8933

Mountain Creek to be confirmed… Rick Zylstra 0407 725 899

Palmwoods Wednesday, 7pm Brad Joyce 0403 199 394

Sippy Downs Thursday, 7.00pm Clint Lombard 0478 578 152

Woombye Tuesday, 7.00pm Cameron Blue (07) 5442 3103

Woombye Thursday, 7.00pm Brian Hendy 0418 597 265

Young Mums Tuesday, 10:00am Jean Bowen-Jones 0402 746 533
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Introduction to this Study Guide
Welcome!
A new year, and a new study series! Over the next eight weeks, in our morning services 
and in our weekly Grace Community Groups, we will be studying the first three chapters of 
the book of Revelation.

These chapters consist of one chapter which sets the scene, followed in the next two 
chapters by seven letters dictated by Jesus himself, to seven churches in the old Roman 
province of Asia.

John Stott once wrote a book on these letters called What Christ Thinks of The Church. As  
we explore what Jesus thought of these churches, we’ll be challenged to ask the same 
question of our own church and our own selves. What does Christ think of us?

Introducing Revelation
Revelation, (or, more properly, The Revelation to John), ranks as one of the strangest, 
scariest, most confusing, most misread and misunderstood books in the whole Bible.

Could we safely ignore it, then? Because it’s hard to understand, scary and confusing, it’s 
worth asking whether or not we actually lose anything in our understanding of the Bible’s 
story if we just put it in the ‘too hard’ box, and pretend it’s not there. 

But Revelation is part of the Bible, and was 
written by an Apostle, a close disciple and 
friend of Jesus himself, who also wrote other 
parts of the New Testament, including a very 
important gospel. Revelation must matter 
then, and we should expect it to tell us very 
important and necessary things about God’s 
salvation plan. It might take extra effort to 
read and interpret, but we can expect this 
extra effort to be rewarded.

 
John’s Vision
You probab ly know John f rom h is 
appearances in the gospels as one of Jesus’ 
first disciples (Mark 1:19), and one who was 
particularly close to Jesus. (Mark 5:37, John 
13:23).
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He also wrote a gospel, which we have named after him. His gospel is unique in many 
ways, but especially for the large section of teaching John recorded when Jesus was alone 
with his disciples the night before he died (John 13-17).

John wrote three letters too. All of his writing seems to have as a key theme the identity of 
Jesus.

John had an interesting life. Jesus called him from his fishing business with his brother 
James to follow as a disciple (Mark 1:19-20). Jesus entrusted him with with special 
information (John . Jesus even entrusted his own mother to John at his death (John 
19:26).

John remained a fervent follower of Jesus all his life. Tradition holds that, after being 
arrested as part of a persecution under the Roman emperor Domitian (A.D 81-96), he was 
sentenced to death by being boiled in oil. When John was unharmed by the oil, a 
frustrated and humiliated emperor banished him to a small rocky island in the Aegean Sea, 
between modern Turkey and Greece.

It was here that John received an amazing vision, which he was commanded by Jesus 
himself to write down. This is the book of Revelation.

What’s it about?
Simply, the book of Revelation is about Jesus. The first three verses make this very clear. 
Specifically, it is a revelation about Jesus, to encourage those who are waiting for Jesus to 
return.

This is clear from the first verses:

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things 
that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 
who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all 
that he saw. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and 
blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.”

(Revelation 1:1–3 ESV)

and it is confirmed in the last verses:

“He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus!  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.”

(Revelation 22:20–21 ESV)
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How to read it
Having this big picture in mind will also help us make sense of much of what is in the book. 

The book of Revelation has a reputation for being full of cryptic codes and mysteries. But if 
we remember how the book starts and ends, we can rest easy that anything else we read 
will serve that big message.

Of course, the chaos, destruction, tyranny and persecution that dominates much of the 
book is really scary. But we must remember that in the end, Jesus wins.

There is much to say about reading Revelation as a whole. As we’re dealing with just the 
first three chapters (essentially the first of the two visions John received), there are some 
important things to keep in mind to get the most out of reading them.

• History: the book of Revelation was written by a real person, to real people, in real 
churches, in a real time in world history. What is written here would have made sense 
to the people reading these letters for the first time. We should avoid making historical 
leaps of interpretation, finding in Revelation a prediction for the rise of militant Islam in 
the 20th century, or the presidency of Donald Trump in the 21st! It is actually through 
the original context that we will discover the true meaning.

• Structure: each of the letters follows the same basic structure:
1. Jesus reveals himself as the author of the letter
2. Jesus commends certain things in the church
3. Jesus condemns certain things in the church
4. Jesus commands certain things to the church
5. Jesus declares a reward for ‘those who overcome’.

• Issues: The issues facing these churches (which also provide context for the whole 
book) may be summed up as follows:

1. Jewish hostility against Christians
2. Roman hostility against Christians
3. False teaching infiltrating the church

I hope that as you join us for these studies, you will be encouraged to look to Christ 
despite the challenges of the present time, and that you will also echoed that cry of, 
“Come, Lord Jesus, come!”

- Clint Lombard
Thursday, 26 January 2017
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How to use this study guide
Each weekly study in this guide is divided into two major sections:

Sermon

Sermon Notes
The first section of each study is based around the Sunday sermon. There is a section for 
you to write notes during the sermon. When you’re listening to the message, it’s really 
useful to have you Bible open (either in book form or on a phone or tablet), so you can 
follow along, as well as something to take notes on. This helps you to remember what you 
learn.

You might want to write down

• The major points of the message
• Things that interested you
• Important verses and other verse references

This will help you follow what is being taught, but it will also help you remember what you 
learnt when you look over your notes later. 

The Big Idea 
This block is where you can write the one Big Idea of the message. Every message should 
have one simple, clear ‘Big Idea’ which you can take away.

Questions
It’s normal to go away from a Bible message still having questions. This section is for you 
to write down those things, so that you can try to find out later, maybe by asking the pastor 
or your group leader, or discussing it with your group.
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Group Bible Study
You can do these studies in your own, but to get the most out of them, you should try and 
attend a weekly group Bible study - a Grace Community Group. Not only is it a great place 
to learn more about the Bible by reading and talking about it with others, it’s also a great 
place to build solid Christian relationships to encourage one another and care for one-
another on the road to heaven.

COMA Framework
The studies in this guide are designed using an easy framework called ‘COMA’. And don’t 
worry, it’s got nothing to do with rendering you unconscious! You can use this framework to 
study any part of the Bible, so it’s worth getting to know. (For more info on COMA, see 
David Helm’s book One to One Bible Reading).

The COMA framework looks like this:

Context: These questions help you understand where the text fits into the big 
picture. It’s about asking, “What’s been happening up to this point?”

Observation: These questions help you to orientate yourself in the text by looking 
at what it says. It’s about asking, “What ideas come up in the text?” and “What 
surprises are there?”

Meaning: These questions help you try to uncover what the author means. It’s 
about asking, “What does this section tell me about God, about Jesus, and about 
myself?”

Application: These questions help you to work out how to respond to the Bible’s 
message. It’s about asking, “How does this passage challenge or confirm my 
understanding?”, “Is there something in my life that needs to change?”, or “What 
does this passage teach me about being a follower of Jesus?

Prayer Points 
Finally, after each study, there is a section to write 
prayer points. This way you can remember to pray 
for each other during and after the group meeting, 
and also keep track of prayers answered. 

Prayer and praying for each other is a very 
important part of Christians meeting together.
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Map of Asia Minor, around A.D. 90 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This map is taken from the ESV Study Bible, 
© 2017, Crossway Books



29 January 2017 

1. Introduction: Seeing Jesus
Revelation 1:1-20

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 

(take these questions to your group and try to find some answers)

�4

What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 1

📖   Read Revelation 1:1-20

Context 

1. What does John call his book? (v1) 

2. Who is John writing to? (v4)

3. Where was John when he received the revelation, and why was he there? (v9)  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Opening Question: What immediately comes to mind when 
you think of the book of Revelation?



Observation 
4. How did this revelation get from God to the churches in Asia? (v1-2, 11, 19)

 

5. How does John describe the one who was speaking to him in v10-16?

6. How do we know this is a vision of Jesus himself? (v17-18)

7. How does Jesus explain the ‘mystery’ of the stars and the lampstands in v20?

 

Meaning 

8. When John says “the time is near” (v3), what is he referring to (see v7) 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9. What will this event mean for humanity? Compare v3 with v7.

 

10. Why does John react the way he does in v17? Read Exodus 33:20.

 

Application 

11. How does the image of Jesus in Revelation 1 compare with how you usually 
think of Jesus? 

12. Do you think much about Jesus’ second coming? Why/Why not?

13. How might a clear vision of who Jesus is, along with the knowledge of his 
imminent return, affect the way we live?
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Prayer Points:



05 February 2017 

2. First Love Lost
Revelation 2:1-7

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 2

📖   Read Revelation 2:1-7.

Context 

1. What do you know about the church at Ephesus? Read Acts 19:1,  8-10, 17-20  
 and 1 Timothy 1:3.

Observation 
2. How is Jesus described in v1?

 

3. What does Jesus commend about the church at Ephesus? (v2-3, 6)  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Opening Question: How did you feel when you first 
became a Christian? How did it change your life?



4. What does Jesus condemn in the church at Ephesus?  (v4) 

5. With this in mind, what does Jesus command them to do? (v5)

 

Meaning 

6. How do you think it is possible for a church to be working hard for the name of 
Jesus, enduring patiently, pursuing righteousness, upholding true Biblical faith, and 
still have lost their first love?  

7. What would it mean, in reality for Jesus to “remove their lamp stand from it’s 
place” (v7)?
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8. What does it mean to ‘conquer’? Read 3:21, 21:6-7 and 1 John 5:1-5.

 

Application 

9. Do you find that you have the same passion for Jesus now as when you first 
became a Christian? Why/Why not? 

10. How can we encourage one another, as the church, not to abandon the love we 
had at first?
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Prayer Points:



12 February 2016 

3. Facing Prison
Revelation 2:8-11

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 3

📖  Read Revelation 2:8-11

Context 

1. What verses in chapter 1 are referenced in v8?  

Observation 
2. What does Jesus commend about the church at Smyrna? (v9-10)

 

3. What does Jesus condemn about this church? (Hint: this may be a trick 
question!)
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Opening Question: What’s the worst thing that has ever 
happened to you because you are a Christian?



4. What two things does Jesus command this church? (v10)

 

5. What is the church at Smyrna about to suffer? (v10)

6. What is ‘the second death’ (v11)? Read Revelation 21:6-8 for more info.
 

Meaning 

7. Why might these Christians be facing poverty as well as persecution? (v9)

8. How might Jesus’ description of himself in v8 and his declaration in v11 be an 
encouragement to the suffering Christians at Smyrna? 
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Application 

9. Read Luke 12:4-5. How do these truths affect the way you live?

10. In your time of prayer, pray for the persecuted church around the world (find 
info at https://www.opendoors.org.au or https://vom.com.au), and thank God for the 
peace and freedom we enjoy. 
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Prayer Points:



19 February 2017 

4. Where The Devil Dwells

Revelation 2:12-17

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 4

📖   Read Revelation 2:12-17

Context 

Pergamum was the capital of the province of Asia. Here’s what one commentator 
has written:

“…Pergamum was the capital of the province and, as such, also the centre 
of emperor worship. Here the government was carried on and here were 
the temples dedicated to the worship of Caesar. Here believers were asked 
to offer incense to the image of the emperors and to say, ‘Caesar is Lord.’ 
Here Satan has his throne; here he has free reign.”

-  FROM MORE THAN CONQUERORS: AN INTERPRETATION OF THE 
BOOK OF REVELATION, BY WILLIAM HENDRIKSEN  

Observation 
1. What does Jesus commend in the church at Pergamum? (v13)
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Opening Question:  Think of an occasion where you were 
challenged compromise your faith in Christ. What 
happened?



2. What does Jesus condemn in the church at Pergamum? (v14-15)

3. What does Jesus command the church at Pergamum to do? (v16)
 

4. What is the consequence for not obeying this command? (v16)

5. What is the consequence for those who do obey (i.e. those who overcome)? 
(v17)  

Meaning 

6. What does the sword make you think of? How does the rest of the New 
Testament talk about swords? Read Matthew 10:34, Romans 13:4 and Hebrews 
4:12. Refer back also to Revelation 1:16.
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7. What is the ‘the teaching of Balaam’ (v14)? Read Numbers 25:1-5 and 31:15-16.

 

8. What is ‘manna’ (v17)? Read Exodus 16:1-5, 14-15 and 31, and Deuteronomy 
8:3.

9. It has been suggested that the ‘hidden manna’ is a symbol of God’s provision to 
satisfy his people, and that the “white stone, with a new name written on the stone 
that no one knows except the one who receives it” is a symbol of intimacy between 
God and his people. Why might these be important things for the church at 
Pergamum to hope for? (see v14) 

Application 

10. Read James 4:4. What practical steps could you take to avoid making yourself 
a ‘friend of the world’ and an ‘enemy of God’? 
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Prayer Points:



26 February 2017 

5. Tolerating Jezebel

Revelation 2:18-29

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 5

📖   Read Revelation 2:18-29

Context 

1. Who came from Thyatira? Read Acts 16:14.  

2. What similarities are there between the church at Pergamum (2:12-17, 
especially v14) and the church at Thyatira (2:18-29, especially v20)?

 

Observation 
3. How does Jesus describe himself in v18?
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Opening Question: Under what circumstances do you think 
it would be fair to exclude someone from a church?



4. What does Jesus commend in this church? (v19)

 

5. What does Jesus condemn in the church at Thyatira? (v20-21)

 

6. There seem to be two groups of people in the church at Thyatira. Who are they, 
and what does Jesus say about each group? (v20-23 and v24-28)

 

Meaning 

7. What do you think the image of Jesus’ flaming eyes and bronze feet mean? 
(v18) 

8. Who was the original Jezebel? Read 1 Kings 16:30-31 and 21:25.
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Application 

9. Read Matthew 18:15-20. How are we all to be involved in maintaining the purity 
of Jesus’ church?
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Prayer Points:



05 March 2017 

6. Dead Church Walking
Revelation 3:1-6

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 6

📖   Read Revelation 3:1-6.

Context 

1. What problem, clearly faced by most of the churches so far, doesn’t seem to 
have affected the church at Sardis? (see 2:2, 2:6, 2:14-15, 2:20.)

 
 

2. How would you describe a church that has a reputation of being ‘alive’?

 
 

Observation 

3.  How does Jesus describe himself in v1?

4. What does Jesus commend in the church at Sardis? (v4)
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Opening Question: What are the top five things a church 
needs to focus on?



5. What does Jesus condemn in the church at Sardis? (v1-2)  

6. What does Jesus command the church to do? (v3)

 

7. What will the consequences be for disobeying this command? (v4, see also 
Matthew 24:42-44, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-5 and Revelation 16:15)

 

Meaning 

8. What does the image of the white garments mean? (v4-5, see also  Revelation 
7:13-17) 

9. Why would returning to “what you have received and heard” (v3), help the 
church to “wake up” and “strengthen what remains and is about to die” (v2)? 
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Application 

10. Paul once wrote, ““…but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and folly to Gentiles,” (1 Corinthians 1:23). Is it possible for a church to have a 
good reputation on the outside and keep what they received and heard, and remain 
unstained? If so, how? 
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Prayer Points:



12 March 2017 

7. The Open Door
Revelation 3:7-13

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 7

📖   Read Revelation 3:7-13.

Context 

1. What else does the Bible say about the ‘key of David’? Read Isaiah 22:15-22.

 

Observation 

2. What do you think the open door (v8) symbolises? (Compare 1 Corinthians 
16:9, and 2 Corinthians 2:12-13 and Colossians 4:3)

 

3. How does Jesus describe the church in Philadelphia? (v8-10)
  

4. Who seems to be the major problem for this church? (v9)
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Opening Question: Can a struggling church, low on 
numbers and resources, battling against persecution, still be 
effective for God’s Kingdom? If so, how?



5. What present encouragement does Jesus give them? (v9-11)

 

6. What is the reward for those who conquer? (v12-13) 

Meaning 

7. What do you think the issue was between the Jews and the Christians at 
Philadelphia? (v9, compare Acts 17:1-9)
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Application 

8. Sometimes we can feel that we are ill-equipped to take the opportunities for 
kingdom-building that God gives us right now. What opportunities for gospel 
ministry has God provided for you, or Grace Community Group, or the church as 
a whole, that we could take now? What is holding us back? How do we get 
started?  
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Prayer Points:



19 March 2017 

8. Lukewarm
Revelation 3:14-22

Sermon Notes 

What questions do I still have? 
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What is the Big Idea?



Group Bible Study - Week 8

📖   Read Revelation 3:14-22.

Context 
1. What was Paul’s relationship with the church at Laodicea? Read Colossians 

2:1-3 and 4:15-16

2. Where has Jesus been called a ‘faithful witness’ before? When you find it, read 
it again. 

Observation 

3. What does Jesus commend in the church at Laodicea?
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Opening Question: Consider your church life. Are you 
more of a contributor or a consumer? Why?



4. How does Jesus describe the church at Laodicea? (v15-17)

5. What does Jesus command this church to do? (v18-19)

6. What promises does Jesus make in v20-22?

Meaning 

7. How would you describe the issue in the church at Laodicea?

8. How would you describe Jesus’ attitude towards this church?
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9. v20 is often quoted in the context of sharing the gospel and inviting a response. 
How might we understand and apply it differently in this context, where Jesus 
addresses the church (supposedly made up of believers)?

Application 

10. How can we guard against self-sufficiency, and exercise total dependence on 
Jesus?  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Prayer Points:
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