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Matt 2:22-23; Luke 1:16-38; 4:16-30 
 
Situated inside a bowl atop the Nazareth 
ridge north of the Jezreel valley, Naza-
reth was a relatively isolated village in 
the time of Jesus with a population less 
than 200.  
    Today Nazareth is home to more than 
60,000 Israeli Arabs, and Upper Naza-
reth is home to thousands more Jewish 
residents.  
    Outside of the New Testament, Naza-
reth is never mentioned until the Byzan-
tine period (fourth century AD).  
     Archaeological excavations have con-
firmed that the city was only a small agri-
cultural village during the time of Jesus. 
    A Byzantine church was built over the 
place where it is believed the angel Ga-
briel announced the birth of Jesus to the 
virgin Mary (Luke 1:26).  
    In 1966 the Roman Catholic Church 
began constructing a new basilica over 
these remains and today this church is the 
largest church building in the Middle 
East.  
    Nazareth is located on a ridge in a hilly 
region, about 25km west of the Sea of 
Galilee. 

    The Greek Orthodox Church nearby is 
built over the town’s water source.  
    Jesus spent his boyhood years in  

Nazareth before beginning his ministry 
when he was about 30.  

- Darren Burnett 

Postcard from Israel: Nazareth 

The Roman Catholic church at Nazareth (top le ) features religious art donated by 
countries all over the world (top right)and is built over first century ruins of the 
original town of Nazareth (above le ). (Above right) Nazareth today. 



 

WPC team growing bonds at Mustard Seed 

A party of WPC volunteers in April 2019 conducted a week-
long ministry at Mustard Seed Youth Development Centre in 
Yangon, Myanmar. 

The team comprised leaders Rob Clements (WPC Belcon-
nen), Julian Bull (WPC Mandurah), Timothy Thang Lyan 
(WPC Myanmar) and Ms Ma Biaki (Bible Presbyterian 
Church, Yangon), team members Sue Bennell, Brad Slater and 
Sarah Slater from WPC Brookton, and Lisa Clements, Sarah 
Clements and Naomi Clements from WPC Belconnen. 

Pitched at youth and young adults (150-200 attended each 
day), the program ran from 9am to 3pm daily, and involved 
Bible teaching and English literacy. 

Each morning was run like a Beach Mission, with the 
theme being: “The believer and the sovereignty of God”. 
Teaching methods included Scripture memorisation, action 
songs, play-acting, Bible texts, small groups, work books etc. 

After lunch, attendees were grouped according to age and 
used work books (in both English and Burmese) prepared by 
Rob Clements.  

Using John 3:16 as a key text, students were taught the 
English alphabet phonetically and introduced to basic rules of 
English grammar and pronunciation. 

Julian Bull said: “It was a great encouragement and joy to 
be involved and to see how quickly they (the attendees) picked 
up what was being taught.”  

He said: “It is important to continue the vision of establish-
ing an English teacher at the development  centre, full-time if 

possible, It is something we must pray about.” 
Julian also travelled to Shan State to visit Ebenezer Youth 

Centre, run by Pr Si-Thang and his wife, with the help of an-
other couple,  where 16-20 children are accommodated. 

On the Sunday, Julian travelled a further 30 minutes by 
road to the home of Pr Peter Lawk-Thang on the outskirts of 
the town of Nyaung-Schwe.  

This is the town from which tourists gain access to Lake 
Inle, inhabited by the Intha Tribe, who earn their livelihood 
from fishing, floating farms and tourism. 

The Sunday service was well-attended, with many young 
people present and keen to learn the Word of God. 

Fishermen at work on the famous Myanmar tourism hot spot, Lake Inle. Below: Mustard Seed Youth Development Centre. 



In April 2019, WPC Belconnen Pastor Geoff Findlay and his 
wife Lesli visited the churches of WPC Myanmar, following 
up on a similar ministry trip two years ago. 

In Chin State, which is mainly Christian, they visited 
churches in Matupi town and five outlying villages.  

They spent a night in each village, enabling them to hold 
a church service in each village. WPC Myanmar also has 
churches in Shan State, which is mainly Buddhist, at Taun-
gyyi and Nyaung-Schwe. 

Getting to Matupi (pictured right) comprises a 650km 
coach journey from Yangon to Pakokku (12 hours) and then 
a 300km journey west by mini-bus up into the Chin hills (12 
to 14 hours). The Chin village churches are within a 35km 
radius of Matupi, and are reached by motorcycle on journeys 
ranging between one and three hours. 

Getting to Shan State comprises the 650km coach jour-
ney from Yangon to Pakokku, and a 300km, 10-hour journey 
east by mini-bus. In Shan State, at Taungyyi, Pr Si-Thang 
and his wife run an orphanage in their own home for 20 chil-
dren; they have five children of their own. Some of the chil-
dren come from a Buddhist background. Si-Thang also holds 
worship services in their home. He is currently building a 
new house, to free up the original house for use specifically 
as an orphanage and place for church meetings. 

At Nyaung-Schwe village, Pr Lawk-Thang and his wife 
care for about six children, plus their own four. They also 
have five families worshipping at their church services. 

Since Geoff’s visit to Chin State in January 2017, two of 
the Chin villages have relocated, and are in the process of 
rebuilding. One village, Thang-Ping, has included a new 
church building, and another has land set aside for a church. 

During nine days in Matupi and surrounding villages, 
Geoff preached 11 sermons in seven different places, includ-
ing as a guest preacher at a Baptist church. At most services, 
Lesli also was asked to bring a message of encouragement 
and exhortation, especially for the women and children. 

Geoff summed up their trip as follows: “Our visit seemed 
to be highly appreciated by the local people, elders and pas-
tors, and by Ps Timothy Thang-Lyan (one of leaders of WPC 
Myanmar). The people are warm and friendly, humble, very 
generous and gracious. Some churches do not have a resi-
dent pastor and some pastors have limited training. The peo-
ple seemed to engage well with the teaching from the Scrip-
tures, and with us. They have invited us to return.” 

 

Geoff  goes offroad on Myanmar mission 

In the “Toolbox” segment of the May 2019 Queensland WPC 
Presbytery meeting, Pr Dave Smith (the meeting was held at 
Dave’s church, Grace Christian Church Redbank Plains) gave 
glory to God for the extensive and expanding missions minis-
try of the churches in the Presbytery. 

We are supporting David and Wendy Marshall, members 
of GCC Redbank Plains, who work with OMF in Japan. OMF 
was founded by Hudson Taylor in 1865 as China Inland Mis-
sion, and has a focus on gospel work in East Asia.  

To help connect with the Marshalls, the Redbank Plains 
church recently sent them a video showing church activities, 
interviewing people and sending greetings. 

Redbank Plains supports John Rowse, who ministers in 
Africa, assisting African believers to understand the message 
of grace, combating superstitions and witchcraft and combat-
ing the persecution of minorities, such as albinos. 

Redbank Plains also supports Jaeda Makin in her children’s 
ministry through Quiz Worx. 

We now have an established ministry in Myanmar, work-
ing with Westminster Presbyterian Church Myanmar.  

Earlier this year, four men from our Presbytery went to 

Myanmar to speak at a week-long Bible conference in Chin 
State and minister to WPCM churches.  

WPCM has invited the denomination (WPC) to send a 
team to Yangon in February 2020 to join in celebration of the 
20th anniversary of the founding of WPCM and teach various 
topics at a week-long conference at Hosanna Bible College.  

Our men will also teach at a newly-established nearby 
Master’s Degree level college.  

Pr Timothy Thang-Lyan and his brother  Pr Si-Thang at-
tended our denomination’s recent National Assembly in Perth, 
with Timothy later visiting Queensland to minister in Burmese 
churches in Brisbane. 

WPC Belconnen (Canberra) has active connections with 
ministry in the largely-Muslim country of Bangladesh. 

John Butler of Grace Christian Church Buderim goes annu-
ally to Indonesia, teaching theology through International The-
ological Education Ministries.  

ITEM has ministries all over the world, but Indonesia has 
been an open field for only the past years.  

John works in association with the Calvinistic Reformed 
Churches of Indonesia. 

WPC missions expansion a cause for praise 



 Merry Beach Mission . . . 25 years and counting 

By Rob Clements of WPC Belconnen 
 
Merry Beach is a South Coast holiday resort not too far from 
the ACT. WPC Belconnen “inherited” Merry Beach Mission 
(aka MBM) several years ago from the PRC who ran the mis-
sion for about 20 or so years. 

It may seem a bit odd for land-locked Canberrans to be 
running a beach mission, but almost half of Canberra heads to 
the South Coast most weekends in Summer, so it is in fact a 
fairly legitimate form of local evangelism … sort of … 

At any rate, MBM is a non-Scripture Union run beach mis-
sion, possibly the only one in Australia! That said, we run pro-
grams run along SU lines, we use the same materials and wres-
tle with the same issues, sometimes coming up with different 
solutions to the same questions of the day. 

MBM is fully self-contained: a huge shipping container 
resides permanently onsite down there and it contains every-
thing needed to run a beach mission … accumulated resources 
over the last 25 years. Trestle tables, chairs, giant marquees, 
tent poles, one million tent pins … absolutely everything! It 
really is a beach mission in a box, quite literally. 

The five-day program operates every January 2-9 with 
Sunday off for worship (including Jan 2-9 in 2020). The team 
changes up every year, but there is a core of consistent team 
members who have self-consciously developed a long-
standing relationship with the locals.  

Often, the same locals come every year to MBM. Some 
people actually choose this destination because of the beach 
mission! Even in the relatively short time WPCB has been 
involved, we have seen a lot of little kids grow up from prima-
ry to upper high school and built an ongoing relationship with 
them, having sown gospel seeds all along the way. 

Beach mission is a very youth-oriented thing to do of 
course. However, it is important that older and more mature 
Christians are on site as well – supervision is important when 
younger people are involved. The questions of evangelism 
remain the same – to tract or not to tract? Build a bridge? 
Cross the bridge? Burn the bridge? What do I say / do and 
when; and to whom and how?  

We have a lot of prayer at mission. Devotions take place 
each morning led by different team members. Briefing and 
debriefing are also very important each day while we work 
through the different aspects of ministry each day.  

We have a primary school age program each morning, a 
beach activities session each afternoon aimed at community 
and relationship building, and a youth program each evening.  

We have different teams in charge of each session, the aim 
being for each team member to run one session, and be in-
volved in the other two sessions each day. That said, most of 
the team members participate in most of the three programs 
each day, with options to take a break if they need to. 

At our training day we go through various scenarios that 
play out on the beach, and work through the gospel while we 

talk through various methods of evangelism. We also work out 
where strengths lie so that team members are put to work in 
their best areas for service.  

Beach mission is a learning time – learning to work in a 
team, learning how to communicate gospel truths to holiday 
makers. Even learning the disciplines of prayerful dependence 
on God in our most strenuous activities is a learning experi-
ence. Communicating the gospel to Aussies on holidays is a bit 
of an art in itself; I think it is a challenging, real but safe way 
to learn about evangelism in a familiar culture.  

MBM is part of an ongoing program at WPCB. We also 
take small teams out to Western NSW with AIM (Australian 
Indigenous Ministries).  

These teams engage in specifically Aboriginal Christian 
communities with mentoring and training provided by AIM 
through Across the Divide ministries. It is next level up from 
MBM in that it is cross-cultural training but without the need 
for a passport or translators.  

Finally, we also run a ministry team into Myanmar where 
Bible literacy work is run in a Christian orphanage near Yan-
gon. All three ministries rely on each other: the MBM program 
is adapted for use in Myanmar; cross-cultural training is pro-
vided by AIM. All the lessons learned at MBM and AIM are 
put to the test in Myanmar with the addition of Buddhist cul-
tural adaptations and a need for translators, passports and next 
level logistics.  

Young people having gone through all these interesting 
programs and experiences are in a good position to consider 
whether the fulltime versions of this sort of work are a possi-
bility for them. If not, then they are also in a good position to 
serve in their own communities wherever God has called them.  

MBM, AIM and Myanmar programs are always recruiting! 
Some AIM trips also head out to the Northern Territory (via 
Brisbane) so it would certainly be nice to fill up the truck with 
some Queenslanders and West Australians... just saying, eh! 

In 2020, MBM will be running from Jan 2-9; Myanmar 
will be running from Jan 23-Feb 3 and AIM is running from 
April 10-19. 

Anyone in your church interested in finding out more about 
these programs is welcome to contact Rob Clements for more 
information at robgordonclements1965@gmail.com. 



 

Blessed by our Matupi brethren’s love for Jesus 

Words and photos by Casey Vallance 
 

‘The things which you have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able 
to teach others also.’ – 2 Timothy 2:2  
 
Along with my church pastors, Darren Burnett and Bob Bur-
nett, and Pastor David Smith of Grace Christian Church 
Redbank Plains, I had the wonderful opportunity to travel on 
the WPC Mission Trip in February this year at the invitation of 
our sister church, WPC Myanmar, with local Pastor Timothy 
guiding us.  
     We spent 16 days in Myanmar, beginning in the capital 
Yangon at the WPC Seminary and orphanage which is run by 
Pastor Timothy.   
     We attended the graduation ceremony of local theological 
students before travelling with some of these graduates to the 
remote mountainous village of Matupi. There, we took part in 
leading a four-day Bible conference hosted by WPC Matupi.  
     We then spent another two days leading Bible talks at the 
WPC Matupi Church. WPC churches in Australia have provid-
ed assistance to support the construction of a new church 
building in Matupi, which was under construction on our visit. 

My wife Rebekah and I are architects, who, having studied 
and practised architecture together for 20 years, are seeing God 
stirring in our hearts a desire to know Him more deeply and a 
desire to know His purpose for us, as we seek to serve God in 
all of life, including in our work as architects. This has led me 
to now integrate theological study at seminary in Sydney with 
my architectural vocation.                          To following page 

Clockwise from le : Matupi; 

Dave Smith talks racing with 

children at WPC Matupi; the 

WPC Matupi congrega on; 

The children of Mustard 

Seed; Pastors Darren and 

Bob Burne  and Dave Smith. 



 

From previous page 
 
As an architect, I have been blessed to travel and observe 

different people and places for the purpose of creating and 
designing. Yet this Myanmar trip took me far deeper into an-
other culture than any other trip had before, as we were wel-
comed into hearts and homes by our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Everywhere we went, the locals welcomed us into their 
homes showering us with such generous hospitality that it was 

both overwhelming and convicting. In the village of Matupi, 
where the dominant religion is Christianity, we experienced 
the joy of Christ’s love tangibly displayed as we were treated 
like honoured guests.  

In a place of much hardship, joy overflowed, as did a thirst 
for the gospel unlike any I have ever witnessed in Australia.  

After Pastor Darren preached for one and a half hours, the 
locals yearned for more, asking why it was so short and could 
he please preach longer tomorrow.             To following page 

Top image: Matupi 
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 From previous page 
 
Men, women and children all piled into the Bible confer-

ences and church services, day and night, thirsty to hear 
Christ’s Word preached and explained to them, so that they 
might know Christ more intimately and know how to live for 
Him.  

It was a privilege to travel with our WPC pastors and to 
witness their love displayed as they served and taught scrip-
ture and encouraged the local Christians. It was also humbling 
to hear of the local pastors and their love and commitment to 
be ‘spent’ for the sake of Christ as they face pressures so very 
different to our own context in Australia. 

The people who came to hear God’s Word had far less 
materially than we have in Australia, and yet I witnessed in 
them an abundant joy. I have rarely seen this in Australia, and 
felt a great reflection on my own heart in this moment.  

The hospitality, joy and thirst for Christ felt in the Myan-
mar Christians was overwhelming, and a tangible reality 
fueled through their faith in Christ. 

God reveals that in this phase of the kingdom we will face 
many trials and tribulation. Yet in our trials Christ is alive and 
working in us. I saw the power of Christ alive in Myanmar; 
the joy in His people who face much persecution and hard-
ship. I witnessed hearts blessed in their yearning for the power 
that only comes through Christ, and a joy, even in their most 
difficult moments. Galatians 2:20 is a verse I shared with the 
Matupi Christians, for it is a verse God has used powerfully to 
speak to me of my new identity. The truth of this verse ‘lived’ 
was reinforced in receiving the loving fellowship of our 
Matupi brothers and sisters in Christ.  

‘I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the 

flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.’ – Galatians 2:20 

I thank Darren, Bob, David and Timothy for the invitation, 
fellowship and teaching.  I praise God for the love He has giv-
en us all in Christ and the power to live anew here, and all 
throughout his kingdom, in a joy that is not of our own mak-
ing, but only found in the love of Christ, who gave Himself for 
us. 

Casey Vallance is a 
deacon (and elder nomi-
nee) at Grace Presbyteri-
an Church Morayfield. 
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Bullcreek developing ‘evangelism pipeline’ 
Last year saw a sharp increase in our evangelistic efforts at 
Bull Creek WPC. Not only has God graciously brought unbe-
lievers through our doors, but we have also been able to reach 
those in our own personal networks as our ‘evangelism pipe-
line’ develops.  

Our aim is to be able to present the glorious Gospel of our 
God to others via a structure which we have in place to reach 
those in our community no matter 
what their biblical background, or how 
mature their faith might be (existent or 
not).  

Our first step in this process is the 
Money Course from CAP (Christians 
Against Poverty). We encourage our 
people to invite their friends along to 
this free budgeting course as a way to 
open up conversations with them (‘pre-
evangelism’).  

At the end of the course we invite 
attendees to our church services – often tied in with the Easter 
service or sermons on money – and encourage them to join us 
for our next Christianity Explored course (known as CEx), 
which we consider the next step in our pipeline.  

Last year we have also added another program to this struc-
ture, to follow CEx, called Just For Starters. This particular 
course runs people through what it means to live as a Chris-
tian.  

We’ve had some encouraging signs come out of these 
courses this year. Our first instance of CEx last year (we aim 
to run each program twice per year) had more attendees than 
we’ve had in previous years, and meant that we had to break 
into two groups for the duration of the course.  

The majority of these people came along through connec-
tions to people within the congregation. The group stayed 
throughout the course and we were encouraged by the attend-
ance of both non-Christians and young believers. This group 
stayed for the length of the course and was excited to join us 
for our first instance of Just For Starters as well, with a couple 
of new people joining us.  

Thanks be to God, the new couple 
that joined us for JFS came to Christ 
during the completion of the course! 
They attributed the conversations had 
during JFS as part of the reason as to 
why they decided to follow Jesus. 
We’ve also been encouraged to see 
that one of the non-Christian at-
tendees of both CEx and JFS has 
started attending church regularly – 
although they have not yet pro-
claimed faith in Christ.   

On top of all of this, we encourage our fellow brothers and 
sisters to be active in speaking to those around them about the 
Lord Jesus, no matter where they are, with particular emphasis 
placed on the benefit of doing one-to-one Bible reading with 
them. We have a particular resource available for that can help 
with this – it’s called The Word One To One – which is de-
signed to be done in a one-to-one context (with notes on the 
biblical text to aid discussion). We’ve seen many people take 
this up for themselves and read it with those who don’t know 
Jesus. Please pray that no matter what happens at Bull Creek 
and in the lives of our people that God would place on our 
hearts a strong desire to proclaim the incredible news of the 
Gospel to the multitude of unbelievers in our midst.  

Over the past few years we have seen encouraging growth at 
Bull Creek.  We have been delighted to see a number coming 
to faith and others maturing significantly in their faith.  Look-
ing back it is plain to me that there has also been an increase in 
one-to-one ministry.  More and more people are meeting with 
others to read the Bible together and pray.   

One-to-ones are about a mature Christian inviting another 
to meet regularly.  They discuss the Bible and grow together.  
In due course the new person is encouraged to set up a regular 
one-to-one with another.  As this happens the power of God’s 
word significantly impacts more and more lives. 

It was never God’s plan that only pastors and elders deliver 
His word.  Every believer is to be a speaker of His truth. Pas-
tors simply can’t disciple everyone.  Ephesians 4 tells us that 
those who have been specially set apart to minister the word to 
the whole body are given to the church for the express purpose 

that all might be equipped to speak truth. 
Colin Marshall and Tony Payne, in their books The Trellis 

and the Vine and The Vine Project, show that central to the 
work of the church is “making disciples who make disciples”.  
Many churches make disciples but do they then lead them to be 
part of making new disciples?     

The Vine Project is not just a book but also a special pro-
gramme run over two years where a team from a local church 
deliberately and carefully works through the book to evaluate 
their church.  The process takes between 18 months and two 
years.  The leader is coached by Vine Growers, the organisa-
tion behind the scheme.   

At Bull Creek we have set up a team of mature believers 
representing the spectrum of our people.  We have begun meet-
ing and are looking forward to seeing our church become more 
effective in making disciples. 

Equipping our people to share the Gospel 



 

CrossWords’ singers making a joyful noise 

With our move both in locality and name, from WPC Kelm-
scott to CrossWords Church Armadale, we have had the op-
portunity to minister in song to the local nursing home and 
retirement village. 

JE Murray Homes and Dale Cottages are located across the 
road from our newly-renovated church building. 

We formed a singing group and have had the opportunity 
to sing a musical repertoire of new and old gospel songs and 
Christmas carols. 

Our group comes joyfully to practise and sing together. We 
minister to others and to one another. 

It was a joy to see an old gentlemen singing along with us 
as we sang the song, Love lifted me, during a recent visit. 

In an era when we have an ageing population with many 
forgotten old folks in nursing homes, we are fortunate to be 
welcomed at this facility. While spreading the gospel through 
song, we have found Christian ‘old timers’ as well, who have 

been blessed by this ministry. 
Our aim in moving to our new venue on the corner of 

Church Avenue and William St in Armadale was to minister to 
those in need when the opportunity arose. 

Our members at CrossWords Armadale are willing to work 
hard to further the Kingdom of God. 

Do pray for us as we reach out to those in need of the  
gospel and practical help in this area of Perth. 

By Tina White 

Craft group creates winter woollies for Malawi children 

The Grace Presbyterian Church Moray-
field craft group recently donated a heap 
of knitted goodies, including beanies and 
blankets, to the orphans and families at 
the Malawi orphanages which Leona 
Burnett visited in late June 2019.  

Pictured left are some of the Malawi 
children and villagers with these lovely 
knitted gifts.  

Mrs Burnett reports that the Malawi 
orphans and village folk were delighted 
with these beautiful, warm knitted bean-

ies and blankets. Leona has been visiting 
Malawi with Nambour Christian College 
and Neighbours Aid, a Christian charity 
that builds and runs orphanages, schools 
and churches in impoverished communi-
ties in countries such as Malawi. 

Pictured with their handiwork are Grace Morayfield cra  group members, from 

le , Ros, Marg, Chris ne, Liza, Cheryl, Amanda, Ruth, Rita and Jean.  



 

New chapter starts with Zacchaeus Project 
By Erik Muilenburg 
 
Firstly, allow me to introduce myself. My name is Erik 
Muilenburg and I am one of the ruling elders here at Cross-
Words church in Armadale Western Australia. 

Most Christians thank God every day for all the things that 
they receive. However; sadly, most of us then take for granted 
that those gifts are ours to use for whatever we deem appropri-
ate. 

Here at CrossWords we thank God for the beautiful facility 
that we enjoy using. We bought this building because of its 
prime position here in Armadale. We fervently prayed that 
God would provide us with people to work from this building 
as CrossWords Church is rather a small group. 

There is a desperate need within our society and sadly peo-
ple look in all the wrong places to fulfil that need. 

About a year ago at CrossWords we started a craft morning 
every Tuesday, starting off with about five people, which now 
has grown to where about 40 people from the Armadale area 
regularly participate. They get together, have a small devotion, 
followed by doing some craft while having positive and up-
building discussions and conversations. 

Every second Wednesday morning we reach out to our 
community with our food outlet ministry where we sell food 
per kilo that is obtained from foodbank, another way in which 
we can physically reach out to our Aussie neighbour. 

When we did a quick analysis of the use of our building we 
came to realise we sadly only use this building for eight to 10 
hours a week. Therefore, we are now in the early stages of a 
new chapter at CrossWords which we have called the 
“Zacchaeus Project”. 

The episode in Luke is well known to all of us and wonder-
fully shows the hospitality of God. On his way to Jerusalem 
Jesus passes through Jericho. A wealthy tax collector named 
Zacchaeus wants to see him but is excluded because he is very 
short and no one in the crowd is going to move aside for him. 
He overcomes his physical issue by climbing a tree. To his 
surprise and delight he comes to the attention of Jesus and 
finds himself giving hospitality to Jesus. Jesus invites himself 
“Zacchaeus come down immediately, I must stay at your 
house today”. The people begin to mutter and complain be-
cause he had gone in to be the guest of a sinner. 

Then comes one of the great declarations of the gospel 
“Today salvation has come to this house”. 

Jesus reminds us salvation begins today! It is not only 
something future. This is the season of God’s hospitality to the 
“human race”. 

It begins today as Jesus and the church in his name seek 
out the lost and the marginalized, and welcome them into the 
hospitality of God. 

That is something of the theology of building a church that 
we want to promote here at CrossWords. That is our challenge. 
To be a place where lost human beings find welcome, hospital-

ity and new life in the home of our loving Father. A gospel of 
welcome and hospitality. A place for Jesus to exercise his min-
istry of welcome and hospitality. 

God is an amazing God because, while I lost my job as a 
principal of a school for disengaged youth, this school provid-
ed an individualised education for youth that have for a myriad 
of reasons become disengaged.  

I found that a lot of the same reasons are present in the 
youth of today as is in society as a whole, namely everybody is 
in need and seeking fulfilment and contentment. 

With thanks to God I have since been appointed by Cross-
Words Church as its director of ministries in charge of the 
“Zacchaeus Project”. 

What this means is that I will oversee all activities that 
hopefully take place in and out of this building.  

We at CrossWords are strong believers that our mission 
field is all over this earth which includes our Aussie neigh-
bours! 

At CrossWords we believe that we cannot have any influ-
ence over somebody unless you have a relationship.  

Therefore, we are intending to start a café because many a 
good conversation is had, and therefore a relationship is start-
ed, o ver a cup of coffee. 

You can imagine that this is a huge leap of faith as we are a 
small church, so therefore to employ a second person to over-
see the local mission work at and from this building is a com-
mitment that will need help.  

We hope that fellow Christians will come on board to help 
reach out to our Aussie neighbours. If you are one of those and 
you wish to help, you can do so in many ways. 

You can pray for the work here at CrossWords, help out by 
volunteering to work at the CrossWords Ministry Centre or the 
Café when it’s up and running and help us with advice and 
with materials we might need. 

We would love for you to be one of the sponsors of this 
very important mission among Australians here in Armadale. 



 

Craft group’s nativity scene proves a precious gift 
By Andrea Noppers of CrossWords 
 
We started a weekly craft group in Octo-
ber 2017, with just seven people coming 
on the first day.  Word quickly spread 
and we had about 20 before we closed 
for the Christmas break last year. 

 Throughout 2018 our group has con-
tinued to grow,  now averaging 35-plus 
people each week, with the majority of 
people coming from the community.  

It has been a great opening to the 
wider community surrounding our build-
ing and has helped make strong friend-
ships between people of different ages 
and backgrounds. 

 It has been wonderful to see both 
men and women joining us, both to learn 
new skills and complete projects that 
have been hiding in cupboards.  

One of the things we do is to cele-
brate completed projects, and because we 
think people are clever to finish a project 
they are rewarded with a small pack of 
Smarties – these are well received by all 
and some people have been known to 
ration out their completed projects to get 
another packet each week. 

 We have several people who are 
willing and able to teach others new craft 
skills – one example is that we shared a 
pattern for ‘Oma’s Knitted Slippers’ at 
one meeting and one lady has made lots 
and lots of pairs but cannot hang on to 
them long enough to even have a pair for 

herself.  We sometimes receive craft 
items that are no longer needed by peo-
ple and these are shared out and use the 
funds raised to support missions.  

Recently we were donated a knitting 
book that contained a nativity set.  

As a larger group we all worked to-
gether knitting the various components 
of the set and presented the completed 
project to the lady who donated the book 
– it was a very emotional moment as the 
book belonged to her mother who died 
last year without ever having been able 
to make the set for her children.  

 One lady said something this week 
that sums up why our craft group is so 
successful: “This is how a group is sup-

posed to be – being willing to help each 
other”. 

 We ask for a small donation to cover 
morning tea, and we use the funds raised 
to go to the church for morning tea sup-
plies, electricity and water etc, and buy 
items that will help the group grow into 
the future.   

We also do a ‘Thought for the day’ 
each week and use this opportunity to 
spread the gospel. 

 If anyone would like to come and 
visit us, please do so – we meet on a 
Tuesday morning most weeks regardless 
of school terms, but this year we’ll close 
on Christmas day and New Years day. 
We welcome everyone!  

The na vity scene made by the CrossWords Armadale Church’s cra  group. 

Looking back on 2018, Mandurah WPC Pastor Julian Bull 
listed the following blessings and concerns.  
 
Highlights 

 A slow but steady growth in attendance at Sunday ser-
vices. 

 The addition of two new members. 

 A continued good relationship with our Landlords - the 
Mandurah SDA. 

 A strong and steady interest in missions which goes 
back over many years. 

 Relevant and applicable weekly pulpit ministry. 

 Growing attendance at women’s Bible study 

 Tony and Linda Walker’s part in a Youth Alpha course 

held in various prisons. 

 Mandurah’s interest and increased support for Mustard 
Seed Myanmar. 

 A unified and edifying 2018 Church AGM. 
 

Concerns  

 No growth in numbers attending our weekly prayer 
meeting and evening Bible Study. 

 The long illness and recent death of our gracious long- 
serving church musician Helen Fitzgerald. 

 The need to raise our voices as Christians in the face of 
the media driven anti Christian agenda. 

We rejoice in the opportunity to serve the Lord Jesus in the 
year ahead and to be part of WPC Australia. 

Growing numbers among the blessings for Mandurah 



 

Kicking goals for the Gospel at Canning Vale 
Daniel Kuilenburg is a third year psycho-
logical science student who is part of 
WPC in Canning Vale – Redeemer Pres-
byterian Church (RPC).  

Back in first year uni, he attended 
Sportsfest with some friends from 
Claremont Baptist Church.  

Sportsfest WA has more than 1000 
youth and young adults from more than 
30 churches playing sport over the 
Queen’s Birthday long weekend in Sep-
tember.  

The games vary from standard sports 
like Basketball (after all, it is hosted by 
the Baptist Churches!) to more novel 
games like Bubble Soccer. 

The idea floated around for a while to 
start a WPC team. There are other de-
nominations that field combined church 
teams, so that was a natural way forward. 
Daniel made inquiries if there was some-
one to coordinate a WPC team. There 
wasn’t. So Dan did it.  

A few people at RPC had offered to 
help out with particular aspects. So he 
asked them to be on a committee to or-
ganise the whole team.  

It was different to other committees 
Dan had been involved in, as they did not 
meet regularly but did most of their busi-

ness through electronic communication. 
Overall it was more work than he ex-
pected, but a great learning process. 

Daniel felt dependent on God espe-
cially in the last week before the event 
when they had half a dozen people pull 
out, who all needed replacing to make 
teams for particular sports. 

“I was originally thinking we would 

get maybe 30-40 people. But we ended 
up with about 70 plus a bunch of volun-
teers. It was really encouraging to see 
people being willing to drive all the way 
to Bunbury just to umpire, so that we 
could play.” 

And play they did! What were some 
highlights?  

“It was great seeing people from all 
different churches getting along together, 
pulling together, and playing together. 
And of course, winning.”  

WPC fielded a team and won overall. 
Not bad for a first attempt! 

Aaron Chieng also spoke on God’s 
grace in wanting a relationship with you 
no matter what you’ve done, where you 
are, or who you are. 

So does that mean Dan will coordi-
nate a WPC team next year? Probably. 

“Sportsfest is a great event to invite 
non-Christian friends to,” he said.  

“Sports is a common interest and it’s 
a great opportunity for people to come 
and see how Christians relate together, 
playing sport without the tension which 
is common.  

“Next year I’m planning to make our 
team much more intentionally evangelis-
tic.” 

The women from Maida Vale WPC had an amazing start of 
December with the Women’s Christmas Celebration.  

More than 100 women came along with their friends and 
family to celebrate the birth of Jesus with some music, crafts, 
food and drinks, and Clare Deeves’ talk on the “Star of Bethle-
hem”.  

She took the audience through the second chapter of Mat-
thew, looking at the different responses the characters had to 
the first Christmas: the wise men who went all the way to wor-
ship baby Jesus, King Herod who felt threatened and threat-
ened back, and the religious leaders who did nothing because 
of their unbelief.  

She left them with a big question, “Which response will 
you have towards Christmas this year?”  

The night ended with more food and drinks and a lot of 
chats with one another.  

The visitors were also encouraged to fill in a response card 
so that the church can follow up with them to see if they would 
like to know more about Christianity and the church.  

It was a mix of women who have come before and also 
some newcomers who left positive feedback. The women are 
praising God for a lovely night full of encouragement. 

Women encouraged to consider Christ at Christmas 

Redeemer’s trophy for winning 

Sportsfest WA. 

A crowd of more than 100 a ended the Maida Vale WPC’s 

Women’s Christmas Celebra on in December.  



 

MTS apprenticeship an opportunity to grow 
By Jared Venter of WPC Bull Creek 
 
It gives me great joy to write this piece to 
share with you how my first year of be-
ing a Ministry Training Strategy (MTS) 
apprentice at WPC Bull Creek has gone.  

What a year it has been – filled with 
joys, new learning experiences, friend-
ship building and, by God’s enormous 
grace, growth in love for Jesus, His 
Bride, the Church, and the world around 
us.  

If I were asked what I would have 
expected MTS to be like before I started 
in January, I would have identified some 
of the tasks that I knew I would have the 
privilege of being involved in, but the 
ministry experience I have gained in this 
past year surpasses any expectations I 
had before I began.  

Matthew Dodd is my MTS trainer 
and working with him and learning from 
him as we read God’s Word together, 
pray and share openly about our lives has 
been something that I am truly grateful to 
God for and see the fruit of in my rela-
tionships. 

Something that has gone really well 
this year is growing in my understanding 
of reading and preaching the Bible.  

It is a privilege to work with so many 
people who are committed to believing in 

and following the Bible, and a great joy 
to learn from the elders at church how to 
speak God’s truth faithfully and how to 
improve on sermons I have given.  

It has been a joy to speak God’s 
Word in a variety of contexts: to congre-
gations on Sundays, to children in chil-
dren’s church and church camps, to wid-
ows, to prisoners, to high school students 
and young adults. Thanks be to God for 
salvation in Jesus and the privilege of 
proclaiming that message. 

One thing that I have been learning 
more this year is how to carry the bur-
dens of others, without becoming over-
whelmed myself; rather praying and 
trusting that God is sovereign over all 
things. In ministry, we are privileged to 

have many opportunities to hear both the 
joys and challenges faced by those we 
are ministering to.  

I use the word ‘privileged’, because it 
truly is a wonderful gift to be able to 
listen to people open up about their lives.  

In Philippians 4:6-7 (ESV), we read: 
‘do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.’ 

These verses have been very helpful 
to me – we are commanded to not be 
anxious and instead to pray and thank 
God and ask Him for help, knowing that 
He is faithful and gives peace beyond our 
comprehension in our LORD Jesus.  

By God’s grace I have experienced 
peace through Christ in the challenges of 
ministry and I look forward to learning 
how to trust God and love Him more and 
more, as well as the people He has made, 
as we press on towards the goal. 

 
Jared is a ministry apprentice at WPC 
Bull Creek, where he spends his time 
studying the Bible with people and learn-
ing from the elders about how to effec-
tively serve Jesus in vocational ministry.  

WPC Maida Vale blessed with growing pains 
In 2015 WPC Maida Vale was blessed with the problem of 
having outgrown its premises in Old Maida Vale Road, and at 
that time the Lord provided a much larger property that we 
were able to purchase just a couple of hundred metres away in 
Watsonia Road.  

However, what started out as a fairly simple plan to move 
across to the new premises within the following year turned 
into a fairly complicated affair as we waited on the shire to 
allow us to use the land for religious use, and as we began to 
discover the existing facilities would need significant upgrad-
ing to be used for our purposes.  

By God’s grace the shire allowed us the use of the land to 
build and operate a church, and after a lengthy planning pro-
cess we submitted a development application in October 2017 
that was approved and building tenders were put out.  

At the same time we needed to find a buyer for our church 

property to help finance the project, and we entered into an 
agreement with an Indian Pentecostal Church who are seeking 
to finance the purchase of the Old Maida Vale Rd property 
with the sale of a piece of land they bought previously (that 
could not be converted to religious use).  

Unfortunately, with the property market so flat last year it 
has proven to be a difficult task for them – please pray that the 
Lord would provide for them and us in this regard. 



 2018 a year of  many blessings at All Nations 

By Simon van Bruchem of All Nations Church 
 
2018 was a solid year at All Nations, a year in which we were 
privileged to serve as part of God’s work in the world. Here 
are a few of the highlights from All Nations from 2018, along 
with some things we’d love you to be praying for us. 

 
Baptism 
 
We recently baptised and accepted into membership a lady 
from Iran (whose name is not included here for safety rea-
sons). She was formerly a committed Muslim. She first heard 
the gospel seven years ago when a Turkish Christian couple 
bravely handed out tracts on a train from Iran to Turkey. She is 
visiting her brother in Perth and used the opportunity to come 
to English classes and find out more about Jesus. Her baptism 
in November was a real blessing for the church family, as she 
shared her story with us. Please pray for safety for her as she 
returns home, for some of her family members might be a real 
threat to her life.  

 
Tim Ireland 
 
Tim Ireland originally arrived at All Nations as a young gradu-
ate engineer, sent to the other side of the world not long after 
graduation. He quickly settled into our congregation, serving 
in a variety of ways. After being encouraged by the elders and 
others to consider vocational ministry, Tim did a ministry ap-
prenticeship with us, serving in church in the weeks he was in 
Perth for his FIFO roster. He then moved to Philadelphia to 
study theology at Westminster Theological Seminary (WTS).  

Our congregation voted to hire Tim as a pastoral assistant 
for two years, when he graduates from theological college in 
the USA. This was a real answer to prayer. Tim also married 
Ah Young this year, before coming to Perth to pass his licen-
sure exam for the Presbytery.   

 
Ruling elders 
 
A major prayer point for many years has been for more ruling 
elders, and God has been kind to us recently on that front. Pe-
ter Adamson has recently been elected to serve our congrega-
tion as a ruling elder. Peter has a long history in our denomina-
tion, having served as a teaching elder in a variety of contexts, 
and has now retired in Perth with his wife Jenny to be near his 
children and grandchildren. The church values Peter’s experi-
ence and passion for the gospel. Peter is already serving as a 
service leader, occasional preacher, and a help with the Eng-
lish classes.  

We have also been running elder training through the year 
with another man who is nominated for the eldership as well as 
several others whom we see serving as elders in the future. By 
God’s grace we are seeing prayers answered in new leaders 

being raised up, and with the addition of Tim, our leadership 
capacities are increasing.  

 
English classes 
 
Outreach to our local community in the form of free English 
classes is a significant part of our ministry. We run four Eng-
lish classes a week (Tues, Thurs and Fri at 1pm and Thurs 
night at 7.30pm) which are split into three levels based on abil-
ity. Each class also explains the gospel in easy English. Those 
who are most interested also attend an Easy English Bible 
Study on Saturday mornings which finishes with lunch. This 
outreach ministry is co-ordinated by Gordon Waghorn with the 
help of many volunteers.  

 
One-to-one ministry 
 
We have started promoting one-to-one Bible reading as a 
means for evangelism, discipleship and accountability. We 
have a few partnerships running at the moment, with more 
training and recruiting planned for next year. This has been 
crucial in the conversions we have seen in recent years.  
 
Large turnover of people 

 
All Nations, being a city and migrant-dominated church, has 
always had a significant turnover of people. However, God has 
been kind to send us more people, which led to five new mem-
bers joining us in August. Our overall numbers and member-
ship have remained relatively constant, even growing slightly, 
but the actual people making up the numbers are not all the 
same people. Please pray that we might be better at integrating 
new people and seeing our ministry as one that trains and 
sends people into the wider kingdom. 

Tim Ireland and his wife, Ah Young. 



 Why we should pursue ‘opportunistic evangelism’ 

Looking at the obvious (gospel) opportunities before us and 
also at the opportunities we don’t expect, was the theme of Pr 
Dave Smith’s Bible Talk at our recent Eastern Australia  
Presbytery meeting. 

Speaking from John 4:27-42 (Jesus’ encounter with the 
Samaritan woman), Dave said: “I call that opportunistic evan-
gelism. Jesus had a choice of three routes to travel to Jerusa-
lem ... he chose that particular route because he had an ap-
pointment; to meet this woman. 

“I’m not sure if Jesus actually got a drink; it’s like some-
thing else took over. There’s something in Jesus’ mind the 
disciples don’t get, and nor does the woman at first. It’s found 
in Matthew 4:4 and Luke 4:4: ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone’. 

“It’s like Jesus can see myriads of angels gathering to  
rejoice over someone who repents. Food and drink are not at 
the centre of his thinking. Jesus focussed on people. 

“In verse 38, Jesus is saying to the disciples ‘others have 
started something and you will benefit from the joy of reap-
ing’. When people enter my church, I don’t know whether they 
are here because someone else has begun the work in their 
lives or if I am beginning a work that someone else will build 
upon. You don’t always know where you are in the field (of 
God’s work). But God knows and he has prepared the harvest. 

“We should be God’s witnesses in whatever field he’s 

placed us in. Jesus had a ministry among the Samaritans; who 
are the Samaritans to us?  

“There are fields around us which might seem unlikely to 
us, but they are still God’s field. They are the fields God has 
put us in.” 

Redbank Plains pastor David Smith preaches at the WPC 

Matupi Bible conference as Pr Timothy translates. 

By Geoff Findlay of WPC Belconnen 

A local gourmet grocer, just over the 
road from our church building, recently 
decided to celebrate 15 years of business 
and the 50 years of our suburb with a 
community event, showcasing each of 
his suppliers.  

They invited us to join in in whatever 
way we wanted. The street was closed 
off and we had stalls for our Girls and 
Boys Brigades and playgroups and other 
church ministries, and they gave us 
prime position right in the centre.  

More than 2500 locals poured 
through and learnt that we exist and 
want to engage with the community.  

We could never have organised any-
thing with this sort of community profile 
ourselves. Now we are praying that the 
Lord may open a door for us to partner 
with the grocer for a community carols 
event next year.  

Making the most of  local evangelism opportunities 

WPC Belconnen’s Girls Brigade runs a n can knockdown stall. 



 

Much cause for praise at Harbour City Church 
By Richey Goodrich of Harbour City Church 
 
We are grateful for God’s lavish grace in the life and ministry 
of Harbour City Church in 2018.  

We have been encouraged by a number of things our  
Redeemer is doing in our midst through the Church’s people 
and programs.  

 First of all, the development of our church plant reached a 
significant milestone as we nominated three men to the office 
of ruling elder. Cyril (a Tahitian), Daebii (a Korean Aussie) 
and Jason (a Korean Aussie) were nominated by our members 
in February and since that time have been meeting for weekly 
training in preparation of their exams and installation, which 
we hope and pray will occur in February of next year.  

 Secondly, on the other end of the spectrum, we have seen 
our Father seemingly drawing a number of not-yet-Christians 
closer to faith in Christ. Monica (a Chinese Aussie), Jotham (a 
Korean Aussie), and Adrian (a Chinese/Korean Aussie) have 
been increasingly involved in the life of our church this year as 
they explore Christianity.  

All three regularly come to Sunday worship, attend our 
weekly community groups and have participated in a 14-week 
LIFE 101 discipleship course that teaches the basic of Christi-
anity from a Reformed and Presbyterian Perspective. We are 
hopeful the Spirit will grant them faith soon. 

 Next, a big event in the life of our church was shifting in 

late May from meeting at the North Sydney Community  
Centre to a meeting room above the Ryde Aquatic Centre.  

We simply outgrew the community centre. The new meet-
ing place puts us closer geographically to most of our mem-
bers, and it gives us more of a traditional neighbourhood to try 
to love and minister the gospel to.  

In addition, the new meeting place can seat a considerable 
number more than our old place, so it will enable significant 
growth, should our sovereign Lord bring it. 

 Finally, in late October, we had our first outreach event in 
our new meeting space. We held an Open Conference with the 
theme, ‘Neighbour’. We had a fellow WPC pastor, Clint Lom-
bard, come and preach God’s word on Saturday evening and 
Sunday.  

We invited our neighbourhood as well as many of our 
neighbours from work, school and friendship groups. We had 
many visitors, including a number of people who had never 
attended a Christian worship service before.  

Some of the folks who came to our church from the Open 
Conference have continued to attend. We look forward to see-
ing the long term fruit of our conference. 

 All in all, we look back with gratitude for what our Lord is 
doing to build his kingdom through Harbour City Church, and 
we pray with joyous expectation of what he will continue to do 
as we labour in the power of God’s Spirit to gather and perfect 
his elect.  

Richard ordained as Coast Chinese Church pastor 
Richard Jiang, a doctor and practitioner 
of Chinese medicine and acupuncture, 
was inducted as pastor of Sunshine Coast 
Chinese Christian Church in May 2019. 

Pr Richard recently graduated from 
Brisbane School of Theology with a 
Bachelor of Theology, and his induction 
service was led by Dr Michael Tan of 
BST. 

Richard has been acting pastor of 
SCCCC for the past couple of years.  

The church holds Mandarin language 
services for the Sunshine Coast’s Chinese 
community, and has been meeting at 
Grace Church (WPC) Buderim for about 
10 years. 

 
 

Right: Sheree Jiang (Richard’s wife), Pr 

Bob Burne  and Pr Richard Jiang at his 

ordina on service.  



 Brookton blessed by the ordination of  Bradley 

By Sharon Williams of Calvary  
Presbyterian Church, Brookton 

Bradley Slater was ordained as a ruling 
elder of Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
Brookton last year. Sharon Williams 
interviewed him after his ordination. 

Sharon: How long have you been a 
member of the Calvary Presbyterian 
Church? 

Bradley: Close to 23 years. (Both myself 
and my wife Sarah.) 

Sharon: Have you lived in Brookton 
all your life? 

Bradley: I have lived 35 of my 48 years 
in Brookton while at different times 
spending 13 years in Perth, Bunbury, 
Narrogin, Esperance and Corrigin. 

Sharon: What duties are involved in 
being a church elder? 

Bradley: Providing leadership and sup-
port to the church and the community. 
Supporting of individuals spiritual, men-
tal, emotional, and material needs. It’s 
important to me to show the life of Christ 
through local community engagement 
and actions. And so much more… 

Sharon: How did the interest of  
becoming a church elder arise? 

Bradley: Well, last year I was asked if 

I’d like to give it some serious thought 
by Presbyterian Pastor Clem White, who 
I’ve known for over 20 years. My father 
Arthur (church elder for over 30 years) 
also agreed and welcomed this notion, as 
he is not getting any younger. So with 
much constant prayer, reflecting, and 
most importantly God’s guidance, in 
April of this year I accepted ‘the call’.  

The ordination ceremony had a great 
turnout. The little church was really 
packed out.  Elders, pastors, their fami-
lies, and many friends from our sister 
churches in Perth came up to celebrate 
with our little Brookton Presbyterian 
fellowship.  

The team who put me through the 
eldership course of study was Pastor  
Julian Bull who preached a short sermon, 
elder Garry White who gave me an  
encouraging talk, then Calvary’s Pastor 
Clem White who read some biblical 
vows to me, which I accepted in the pres-
ence of God, and the (standing) local 
congregation members, who witnessed 
and accepted me as a newly ordained 
church elder. It was a really humble and 
moving experience. All praise to God.  

We met next door in the church hall 
and yarned and fellowshipped together as 
one. The ladies served us up a bowl of 
kangaroo stew and a nice piece of warm 
damper with plenty of other nice food 
dishes to choose from. Some of our city 
folk even enjoyed a second bowl of roo 
stew and damper for it was very tasty.  

We finished off with a nice hot cuppa 
and a choice of various cakes.  

Thank you to all involved. It truly 
was a great day of coming together and 
rejoicing and, most importantly, we give 
all the thanks to God. 

Sharon: What are your plans now for 
the Calvary Presbyterian Church as 
an elder? 

Bradley: It’s early days yet but my plans 
as a church elder have begun with me 
accepting that there is so much more 
responsibilities and expectations that 
comes with this position. I look forward 
to the future challenges and experiences.  

     I thank God that I am growing In faith 
through trials that I could not bear on my 
own. I am a huge believer in reconcilia-
tion which promotes working and walk-
ing together towards a prosperous and 
harmonious community.   I plan to just 
take one day at a time supporting the 
church programs, our local community 
events, and various committees. I will 
also be involved in wider church activi-
ties and programs run through our pres-
bytery and national assembly meetings 
throughout the year. 

Bradley Slater and Clem White at 

Bradley’s installa on as a ruling elder 

at Calvary Presbyterian Church.  

Elder (and Brad’s Dad) Arthur Slater. The Brookton music leaders in ac on. 



 News and updates from WPC east coast churches 

Grace Christian Church Redbank Plains 
 
WPC Redbank Plains is about to celebrate 
a major milestone. 

The Redbank Plains church was plant-
ed in 1980 by Pr Oliver Claassen, who was followed by Pr 
Warren Myers, and for the past 20 years by Pr David Smith.  

Next year the church will celebrate its 40th anniversary, 
and to acknowledge the moment, the 2020 national assembly 
will be held there (October). It will also be the 50th anniver-
sary of our denomination. 

In the past 40 years, the demographics of Redbank Plains 
church have developed to where there are now people from 
about 20 different nationalities attending, including many from 
Africa; for some of these, English is their third language. 

In the past 18 months there have been four baptisms (two 
adults and two children) and three weddings, including a wed-
ding Congolese-style, which David described as “a cultural 
treat”. About a dozen people have recently been through stud-
ies in Christianity Explained or Christianity Explored. 

Three members teach religious instruction in state schools 
each week. “Tots On The Plains” is a mid-week playgroup 
ministry that reaches out to local parents and toddlers, some of 
whom are attending church. 

Early last year Session (the elders) agreed to no longer 
have a collection during services. Overall, giving has not been 
adversely affected.  

To cater for growth, the main meeting area in the church 
building has been extended by 50% by removing an inner wall. 
This has meant some adjustment in meeting places for kids 
church, kids club and youth group. 

 
Grace Christian Church Buderim 
 
At Grace Buderim, new 
people come through the 
church weekly, with some 
staying to help swell the numbers.  
     New ministries, such as Sunday night’s Grow@Grace and 
Next Steps pre-membership course, have enriched the life of 
the church.  
     To help encourage the church family, each month in the 
services there is a rotation of “Church Life Spots”.  
     The first Sunday is the Lord’s Supper, the second Sunday a 
testimony, the third Sunday a ministry spotlight, the fourth 
Sunday a missions report and on fifth Sundays the leaders give 
an update on the church work. 

Sunday school runs during the sermon time at both the 7.45 
am and 9.30 services. CEP’s “Adventure” material and TnT 
Ministries “K-yr6” have proved the most suitable. 

In the early part of each service, there is also ministry to 
children comprising a short lesson from the “First Catechism”, 
followed by a children’s song. 

Grace Presbyterian Church Morayfield 
 
Grace Morayfield has been 
meeting for 25 years as a com-
bined congregation, initially pastored by Bill Ham, who passed 
away in 2013. Ministry today continues through Darren Bur-
nett, with assistance from his semi-retired father, Bob. Having 
two pastors enables us to also conduct ministry to small church 
groups in the towns of Kilkivan and Monto, in two nursing 
homes, as well as contributing to ministry in Myanmar through 
our sister church WPC Myanmar. Mainly Music (outreach 
ministry to parents and toddlers) has been running for several 
years, and with the help of a devoted team, each Friday gathers 
a healthy attendance from the community. 

Our oldest member, Stan Le Feuvre, passed away on June 
7, just two days after his 105th birthday. He got his wish to die 
at home, in his own bed. 

We have recently received and endorsed a nominee to the 
eldership and two nominees to the deaconate.   

 
Christian Community Church Pacific Paradise 
 
A recent highlight for our church was a Friend-
ship Breakfast, where everyone was invited to 
bring a friend. A good number of visitors attend-
ed, and all stayed for the service which followed. 
During the service, country/gospel singer Jack Bade shared his 
testimony in word and song. The breakfast was such a success 
we have planned another for October. 

Over the past three months, we have had many visitors, 
some who now attend on a regular basis. 

Our Tuesday evening group, “The Eagles’, is going well, 
with 8-10 attending. It meets at a home in Twin Waters and is 
geared to those who are single, divorced or widowed. The 
group meets at 6pm for a meal, followed by Bible Study. 

 
WPC Belconnen 
 
The congregation comprises more than 230 
people and represents more than 20 national-
ities. Attendance at morning church is about 
150 and about 50 at night church. 

Ministry to children includes four classes of Sunday 
School, involving about 25 children, using the “On The Way” 
curriculum. The high class uses the Westminster Shorter Cate-
chism. Boys and Girls Brigade meetings are held mid-week, 
with both groups growing. Combined Boys Brigade/Girls Bri-
gade activities include serving at the National Assembly, a 
lake day, rock climbing, crate stacking and high ropes, and a 
bush dance. Our men’s 24-hour  “Man-Up” retreat at “The Big 
Hole”, Deura National Park, was aimed at “reaching out to 
people who are in a big hole (depression)”. The women’s re-
treat, at Greenhills, was on “when the unexpected happens.” 



 AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY  

 

BELCONNEN WPC  

Meets: 61 Templeton Street,  

(cnr Rowan St.)  

COOK, ACT 2614  

Time: 9.30am and 6.30pm (every 

Sunday)  

Address: 61 Templeton Street,  

COOK, ACT 2614  

Office Ph: (02) 6251 7727  

Fax: (02) 6251 7737  

Email: pastor@wpc‐belconnen.org.au  

Contact: Revd Geoff Findlay  

Telephone: 0435 557 117  

 

NSW 

 

HARBOUR CITY CHURCH 

Harbour Tea: 10am, Worship service: 

10.30am 

Next Gen Ryde 

504A Victoria Rd, Ryde NSW 2112  

CHURCH OFFICE 

Suite 3.17, 32 Delhi Road 

North Ryde, NSW, 2113 

(02) 9878 1143 

INFO@HARBOURCITYCHURCH.COM 

 

QUEENSLAND  

 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 

PACIFIC PARADISE  

Meets: North Shore Community 

Centre,  

David Low Way, PACIFIC PARADISE  

Time: 9.30am  

Postal: 119 Glenview Rd, GLENVIEW 

QLD 4553  

Contact: Revd Dan Bosshard  

Mob: 0439 708 092  

Email: danbosshard@bigpond.com  

 

GRACE CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(BUDERIM WPC)  

Meets: Corner Stringybark Rd & Toral  

Dr, Sippy Downs, SUNSHINE COAST,  

Times: 7.45am, 9.30am  

Chinese Church (Mandarin) meets 

1.30pm  

Postal: P.O. Box 7292, Sippy Downs 

Qld 4556  

Phone: (07) 5445 8933  

Contact: Senior Pastor John Butler,  

0451 502 052; Pastor Clint Lombard  

0478 578 152  

Email: gracechurch@westnet.com.au  

Web site: 

www.gracechurchbuderim.com.au  

 

GRACE CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(REDBANK WPC)  

Meets: 1 School Road, REDBANK 

PLAINS  

Time: 9.30am  

Postal: P.O. Box 347, GOODNA, QLD 

4300  

Contact: Revd David Smith  

Telephone: (07) 3495 7051  

Email: david@gracecc.com.au  

 

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,  

MORAYFIELD QLD  

Time: 10am  

Venue: Morayfield Community  

Centre,  

Morayfield Road, MORAYFIELD QLD  

(next to Bunnings)  

Contact: Pr Darren Burne , 0452 273 

117; Pr Bob Burne  (07) 5442 1783  

Email: darrenbur‐

ne 2013@gmail.com;  

bobandwendy1175@bigpond.com  

Web site: www.gpcm.net.au  

 

PRESBYTERY OF QUEENSLAND  

Moderator: Darren Burne   

Clerk: Clint Lombard  

Postal: P.O. Box 7292, Sippy Downs 

Qld 4556  

Phone: (07) 5445 8933  

Email: Darren‐

burne 2013@gmail.com;  

gracechurch@westnet.com.au  

 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

 

ALL NATIONS PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  

Meets: The Beaufort Centre, 74‐82 

Beaufort Street (2nd Floor), PERTH.  

Time: 10.00am  

Email: 

churchoffice@allna ons.org.au  

Web site: www.allna ons.org.au  

Telephone: (08) 9228 4951  

Fax (08) 9228 4956  

Postal: PO Box 8693, Perth BC WA 

6849  

Contact: Revd Simon van Bruchem  

Email: simon_vb@optusnet.com.au  

 

CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN BROOKTON   

Meets: Richardson St., BROOKTON  

Time: 10.30am.  

Postal: PO Box 99, BROOKTON, WA 

6306  

Contact: Revd Clem White,  

(08) 9535 3301  

Email: candpwhite@bigpond.com OR 

elder Arthur Slater (08) 9642 1231  

 

BULL CREEK WPC  

Meets: 32 Bull Creek Drive, BULL 

CREEK  

Times: 9.30am, 6.30pm.  

Postal: 32 Bull Creek Drive, BULL 

CREEK, WA 6149  

Email: wpcbc@iinet.net.au  

Telephone: (08) 9332 6300  

Fax: (08) 9332 1991  

Contact: Revd Mark Vivian,  

(08) 9455 3919  

Email: pastormark@iinet.net.au  

Contact: Revd Craig Newill,  

(08) 6161 0525  

Email: craignewill@gmail.com  

Website: www.wpc.net  

 

Bull Creek WPC Indonesian Services  

Time: 4.00pm  

Meets: 32 Bull Creek Drive, BULL 

CREEK, WA 6149  

Revd Paulus Surya  

Tel: (08) 6465 8763  

Mobile: 0412 441 341  

 

CANNING VALE COMMUNITY 

CHURCH (CANNING VALE WPC)  

Meets: Canning Vale Community 

Centre, Cnr Waratah Blvd and  

Eucalyptus Blvd., CANNING VALE  

Time: 10.30am  

Postal: PO Box 5153, CANNING VALE 

SOUTH, WA 6155  

Telephone: (08) 9256 4776  

Contact: Revd Alex Nathan  

Email: alexandernathan@iinet.net.au  

 

CROSSWORDS CHURCH 

Meets: 38 William Street 

ARMADALE, WA 6112 

Times: Prayer 9.15am. Service 

10.00am. Postal: PO Box 305 THORN‐

LIE WA 6988  

Telephone: (08) 94954220  

Contact: Revd Anton Noppers,  

(08) 9498 3306  

Email: wpck@iinet.net.au  

 

MAIDA VALE WPC  

Meets: 4 Old Maida Vale Rd, MAIDA 

VALE  

Times: 10.00am and 6.00pm  

Postal: 4 Old Maida Vale Rd, MAIDA 

VALE, WA 6057  

Telephone: (08) 9454 7401  

Fax: (08) 9454 4307  

Contact: Revd Roger Palmer  

Email: wpcmv@myoffice.net.au  

 

MANDURAH WPC  

Meets: The Nellie Reagan Hall, Peel 

St, MANDURAH  

Time: 10am 

Contact: Revd Julian Bull,  

0435 245 919  

Postal: PO Box 5875 Mandurah, WA 

6210  

 

THREE CROSSES CHURCH  

Morning: 10am Mandala Hall,  

Mandala Crescent, Bateman at 10am  

Evening: 6pm Murdoch University, 

Murdoch  

Postal: 9 Johansen Promenade  

MURDOCH WA 6150  

Contact: Revd Ma hew Waldron  

Mob: 0438 021 286  

Email: ma waldron@bigpond.com  

Website: 

www.threecrosseschurch.com  

 

PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN  

AUSTRALIA  

Moderator: Revd Simon van Bruchem  

Email: simon_bc@optusnet.com.au  

Telephone: (08) 9228 4951  

Work: (08) 9457 0107  

Clerk: Elder Steve Heathcote  

Postal: 21 Carcoo Court BECKENHAM 

6107  

Email: heathcote.steve@gmail.com  

Telephone: (08) 9458 5449  

 

SYNOD OF WESTMINSTER  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

Moderator: Ma  Waldron  

Clerk: Kim Boyd  

Email: theboyds@bigpond.com.au  

Treasurer: Peter Humphreys  

Telephone: 0418 745 450 


